
Kirk is new deputy 
   Sheriff Evan Head last week hired 
a new part-time deputy who is a fa-
miliar face to law 
enforcement and 
public service. 
   Former county 
jailer and retired 
state policeman 
Robbie Kirk was for-
mally sworn to serv-
ice last week as a 
sheriff’s deputy. 
   “It is an honor to 
have somebody with that kind of 
experience and work ethic in our 
department,” Sheriff Head said. 
   Kirk, 61, spent 17 years as a state 
police officer. He also worked un-
dercover with the Pennyrile Area 
Narcotics Task Force and is a former 
Owensboro policeman.  
   Kirk became the county jailer in 
2013 and in 2022 decided to not 
seek re-election.  
   He will join Sheriff Head and 
Deputy Boyd Bates on the county 
force. 
 

Press is recognized 
with awards from KPA 
    The Crittenden Press received a 
couple of awards from the Kentucky 
Press Association during its annual 
convention last week at Bowling 
Green. Editor Chris Evans was rec-
ognized as the top columnist in a 
newspaper division for weekly 
newspapers. The Press also was 
runnerup for Best Front Page in its 
division. 
 
Community Prayer 
   A non-denominational community 
prayer will be held at 10 a.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 3 at Rocket Arena. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS  

•Crittenden County Board of 
Elections will meet at 3:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 9 in the county clerk's 
office. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Monday, Feb. 12 at city 
hall. This will be a different meet-
ing day due to President’s Day 
being on the council’s regular 
meeting date, the third Monday of 
the month. The date was also in-
correctly published last week. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Monday, Feb. 12 at Rocket Arena 
for a working session. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education meets at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb. 12 at the new central of-
fice on the Cut Off Road. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 15 at the County Office Com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 15 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street.  

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, Feb. 19 at city 
hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet Tues-
day, Feb. 20 at 8:30 a.m., at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 20 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 
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Can someone tell me the real value 
of unemployment data? 

From my perpsective, the metric has 
about as much integrity as a dandilion 
blossom. The little breeze and it comes 
completly apart. 

Latest jobless figures 
were announced last week. 
In Crittenden County, the 
Kentucky Education and 
Labor Cabinet says the un-
employment rate was 3.8 
percent in Decemer. 

Raise your hand if you 
truly believe that a mere 
3.8 percent of the able, 
working-age population is 
out of a job.  

Been covering Crittenden Circuit 
Court for the better part of three 
decades and I can count on two hands 
the number of people I’ve seen before 
the judge who claimed to be willfully 
employed. Most say they have no in-
come and ask for legal representation 
of a public defender – paid for by those 
of us who are working and pay taxes. 

Around the table and in board rooms 
where I attend various community 
meetings and events where local lead-
ers gather to do what they do, a re-
sounding quandry for business owners 
and manufacturers here is that they 
cannot find enough workers. 

There is a teacher shortage in Ken-
tucky. Nurses are sorely needed in 
every town in America. When’s the last 
time you needed a plumber or electri-
cian? Good luck finding one who isn’t 
too busy to answer your call. 

Twice in the past year, businesses in 
the area have closed their doors and 
pointed to an inability to find reliable 
help among reasons for shuttering. 

The state pushes out jobless figures 
monthly. There was a time we regu-
larly published them. I remember 2 or 
3 decades ago when our unemploy-
ment was around 5%. That’s a key 
benchmark, because when your com-
munity is below five percent it doesn’t 
qualify for some of the public programs 
aimed at financially incentivising pri-
vate enterprise. 

A disclaimer accompanies the num-
bers that the labor department sends 
out in media releases. It reads: “Unem-
ployment statistics are based on esti-
mates and are compiled to measure 
trends rather than actually to count 
people working. Civilian labor force 
statistics include non-military workers 
and unemployed Kentuckians who are 
actively seeking work. They do not in-
clude unemployed Kentuckians who 
have not looked for employment within 
the past four weeks.” 

I would like to see monthly informa-
tion about the number of males age 21 
to 55 who are not working, not looking 
for a job yet receiving public, or even 
private, assistance. Be good to know 
how many children they have, too, and 
how they’re being fed and cared for. 
That type of data would paint us a 
clearer picture of what’s happening on 
the ground in our communities. 

Wondering, too, if cigarettes, Moun-
tain Dew and smartphones are part of 
public assistance programs? Count me 
as continuing to be frustrated. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden Livingston Water District 

(CLWD) issued a statement last week 
before its regular monthly meeting de-
claring its commitment to a proposed 
expansion plan that is largely still in the 
concept and pre-design phase. 

The statement comes on the heels of 
some public questioning of the district’s 
dedication to the multi-phase, long-
term project. Public officials in both 
counties have expressed concern re-
cently about CLWD’s ability to serve its 

existing wholesale, residential and busi-
ness customers plus meet any future 
demand or growth. 

Grand Rivers wants to buy more 
water from CLWD and so does Marion. 
Expansion is necessary for the two-
county system to get to a point where it 
can reliably deliver current and future 
needs, public officials have said over the 
past few weekes. 

“We, as the board of the Crittenden-
Livingston Water District are 125% 

committed to the expansion of this 
water district, contrary to what was said 
and published in the January 4, Editon 
of The Crittenden Press,” was the state-
ment read by T.L. Maddux, the district’s 
chairman, referencing coverage of the 
Crittenden County Fiscal Court meeting 
in December where county officials ex-
pressed concerns about the district 
being near or at capacity and question-
ing its commitment to an earnest effort 
for improvements. 

Hospital administrators, staff and directors toured mock ups of the proposed new Livingston Hospital last week inside 
the hospital’s clinic in Marion. Pictured are (from left) Dr. William Barnes, hospital board members Barry Chittenden 
and Jim Belt, hospital CNO Tessa Evans, hospital CFO Dan Klidzejs and board member Andy Fox. 

Not buying labor’s numbers game in jobless market

STAFF REPORT 
Staff are getting their first 

good look at how the pro-
posed Livingston Hospital ex-
pansion will look in Salem. 
Yet, in a geographic twist, 
that visual is coming from 
South Main Street in Marion. 

Architects have built mock 
patient rooms and acuity-
adaptable patient rooms in-
side empty space at the 
hospital’s new clinic on Mar-
ion’s southside. Last week, 
hospital board members and 
doctors toured the simulated 
rooms made from cardboard 
and donned with Post-It 

Notes and schematic draw-
ings. Room details are drawn 
out on paperboard templates 
to simulate actual construc-
tion plans. Color-coded Post-
Its represent switches and 
outlets. 

“This has been really well 
received by our staff,” said 
hospital CEO Shane Whit-
tington. “They’ve seen it on 
paper blueprints, but to walk 
into a mock room like this, 
they start to realize that we’re 
taking patient care into the 
next century. It’s been fun to 
watch their excitement.” 

The simulated rooms are 

meant to encourage and facil-
itate staff input that will be 
considered as final plans are 
developed for expansion. 

Livingston Hospital, which 
entered into a formal affilia-
tion with Deaconess Health 
System about two years ago, 
plans to renovate its current 
29,000-square-foot facility 
and add another 60,000 
square feet for patient care. 
Groundbreaking is projected 
to begin this fall. Demolition 
of the Chittenden Building in 
Salem that currently serves  

 
See MOCK/page 10 

Details down to diameter of 
sinks, placement of faucet han-
dles and location of where 
paper towels will hang are in-
cluded in the simulated rooms.

Mock ups built in Marion Clinic 

Tour of hospital simulator

Water district says it’s fully on board



Kinnin 
Gerald W. "Bear" Kin-

nin, 77, of Marion, died 
Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024 at 
his home. 
  He was a 
member of 
C a v e 
S p r i n g s 
G e n e r a l 
B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h 
and retired 
from truck driving in 
January of 2021. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Sharon Kinnin of Marion; 
four children, Gerald W. 
Kinnin, Jr. of Middle-
town, Ohio, Adrienne L. 
(Andre) Cruse of Hender-
son, Jennifer R. (Ed) 
Benson of Henderson 
and Jerry (Lea) Chance of 
Inola, Okla.; a step-
daughter, Jessica Moss; 
12 grandchildren, Shelby 
Kinnin, Kaelin Hildreth, 
Andre Cruce II, Zion 
Cruce, Zavier Cruce, Ava 
Benson, Cooper Benson, 
Paxton Benson, Levi 
Chance, Katie Chance, 
Ty Chance and Gwen 
Chance; and a step-
granddaughter, Mattie 
Moss. 

He was preceded in 
death by his first wife, 
Sherry Kinnin; his par-
ents, Louis and Anna 
Kinnin; and two infant 
brothers. 

Services are at 2 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 4 at Gilbert 

Funeral Home in Marion 
with burial in Mapleview 
Cemetery.   The family 
will receive visitors from 
11 a.m., until service 
time at the funeral home. 

Bell 
Catherine Marie Win-

frey Bell, 91, of Media, PA 
died Sunday, Jan. 14, 
2024 at Bryn Mawr Hos-
pital. She was born Dec. 
4, 1932, in Fordsville, 
Ky., the daughter of the 
late William and Lera 
(Cary) Winfrey. She grad-
uated from Marion High, 
Marion in 1950 and 
Western Kentucky State 
College in 1954 with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
Music Education. She 
then became a school-
teacher in Burkesville, 
Ky., and later in Azusa, 
Calif. She was a Chris-
tian missionary, serving 
overseas for 25 years 
with the North Africa 
Mission, later known as 
Arab World Ministries. 
When she moved to 
Pennsylvania, she was a 
music teacher in Haver-
town and Springfield. 
There she was a member 
of Manoa Community 
Church, part of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church in Havertown.  

Surviving are her hus-
band of 68 years, William 
Delbert Bell; three sons, 
Richard Keith Bell, Mark 
Allan Bell and Paul 
Duane Bell; and eight 
grandchildren.  

In addition to her par-

ents, she was preceded in 
death by a grandchild.  

A memorial service will 
be held at Manoa Com-
munity Church in Haver-
town, PA at 2 pm., 
Saturday, Feb. 10. 

Towery 
 Yolonda Mae Towery, 

85, of Providence, died  
T u e s d a y , 
Jan. 23, 
2024 at 
Shemwell’s 
H e a l t h 
Care. 

She was 
born on 
March 31, 
1938 in Providence. She 
is the daughter of the late 
Mr. James Jennings and 
Mrs. Reva Dean Grimes 
Jennings. 

She was of the Primi-
tive Baptist faith. She re-
tired after 21 years of 
service to the St. Clair 
Missouri school system 
where she was the cafete-
ria manager. She was a 
graduate of Providence 
High School.  

Surviving is her hus-
band of 67 years, Owen 
Towery of Providence; 
two sons, James Owen 
(Mary) Towery of St. 
Charles, Mo., and Keith 
Dwayne Towery of St. 
Clair, Mo.; six grandchil-
dren; and two great-
grandchildren. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Jan. 27 at Lu-
cille Melton Memorial 
Chapel of Melton Funeral 
Home with Bro. Donnie 

Coursey officiating. Bu-
rial was in Shady Grove 
Cemetery.  

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the VFW 
Ladies Auxilliary. 

Vasseur 
Russell Wayne Vas-

seur, 32, died Jan. 16, 
2024 at Deaconess Mid-
town in Evansville. 

Surviving are his par-
ents, David Vasseur 
(Renee Tinsley) of Salem; 
a brother, Scotty Dalton 
Vassuer of Salem; three 
step-sisters, Keeta Ben-
nett of Paris, Tenn., Brit-
tany Tinsley of Georgia 
and Ariel Tinsley of Kut-
tawa; a step-brother, 
Houston Rogers of 
Salem; three uncles, 
Dwayne Davidson of Kut-
tawa, Bobby Davidson of 
Salem and Jamie David-
son of Paducah; three 
aunts, Angel Harbert of 
Lola, Kimberly Cowsert of 
Mayfield and Regina 
Glore of Smithland. 

He was preceded in 
death by his mother, Lois 
Ann Davidson. 

A celebration of life 
service will be held at 1 
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 10 
at Fohs Hall. Friends 
may visit with the family 
from 11 a.m., until serv-
ice time. Paid obituary 
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Students of the month 
Crittenden County students of the month recoginzed 
Jan. 25 are (front from left) third-grader Caitlyn McElroy 
and kindergartener Caylie Hearell, (back) sophomore 
Landon Starkey and seventh-grader Rodney Pierce.

Thanks to a Kentucky 
Department of Agricul-
ture grant, Crittenden 
County students may be 
more motivated than ever 
to eat their vegetables. In 
this case, vegetables 
grown by students in 
their school. 

Food Service director 
Bailey Guess teamed 
with FRYSC director 
Crystal Wesmoland to 
apply for a Farm-To-
School grant that allows 
districts across the state 
to better grow and store 
local fresh foods. Crit-
tenden County Schools is 
one of six districts in 
Kentucky to receive the 
grant.  

Guess said the 
$10,000 grant will be 
used to establish a hy-
droponic growing system 
in the high school’s 
greenhouse. Hydroponics 
is the science of growing 
plants without using soil, 
by feeding them on min-
eral nutrient salts dis-
solved in water. Two 
hydroponic tower sys-
tems will 
be pur-
c h a s e d , 
allowing 
agr icu l -
ture stu-
dents to 
g r o w 
v e g e -
tables for 
the food 
s e r v i c e 
staff to serve to middle 
and high school students 
in the lunchroom. This 
initiative provides a 
hands-on learning oppor-
tunity for students, and 
will create a cost savings 
for the district.  

“Each day, we serve 
roughly 900 lunches to 
students across the dis-
trict,” said Guess. “That’s 
about 400 pounds of 
vegetables in any given 
week. Through this part-
nership with our high 
school ag department, 
we’ll be able to offset 
some of those costs by 
growing and using our 
own vegetables, raised by 
our very own students. 
It’s definitely a win-win!” 

“We are very excited 

about this opportunity,” 
agriculture teacher Jes-
sica Abercrombie said.  
“It’s something we have 
wanted for a very long 
time.” 

Abercrombie said the 
hydroponic system 
comes with a curriculum 
called Farmative that will 
allow students to re-
search the 
s y s t e m 
and learn 
m o r e 
about its 
i n n e r 
workings.  

“It inte-
g r a t e s 
seamlessly 
with the 
c u r r i c u -
lum I’m al-
ready using in our 
greenhouse technology 
classes,” she said, “and 
it’s portable, allowing us 
to showcase the system 
to others in our school, 
as well as the com-
munity.” 

Other added benefits 

include space maximiza-
tion, higher yield, and 
year-round growing sea-
sons. Abercrombie said 
some plants can grow up 
to 50 percent faster than 
traditional growing 
methods, allowing the 
students to see the fruits 
of their labor in record 
time.  

The real reward, Aber-
crombie believes, will 
come when students help 
feed their peers.  

Guess and Abercrom-
bie anticipate the arrival 
of the hydroponic towers 
before spring and look 
forward to beginning the 
learning and growing 
process. Looking ahead, 
they hope to expand the 
program on a larger 
scale. “Right now, our 
goal is to produce vege-
tables for our school sys-
tem,” said Abercrombie, 
“but our hope is to one 
day provide fresh, locally-
grown produce to the 
community.” 

Hydroponic grant to help  
grow vegetables, feed students

Sophomores Alivia Caudill and Aerie Suggs work in 
the greenhouse at Crittenden County High School.

Abercrombie

Guess

Crittenden  
Extension events 

• Friends Forever will 
meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 1 at the 
Extension Annex.  

• A line dancing class 
begins at 9 a.m., each 
Thursday at the Senior 
Citizen Center. This low 
impact exercise is great 
for your physical and 

mental health. No reg-
istration is necessary.  

• Laugh and Learn 
Playdate will be held from 
11 a.m.-noon, Friday, 
Feb. 2 at the Crittenden 
County Public Library. 
Pre-school children will 
be entertained with 
stories, music and gross 
motor activities.   

• The Kinship Care 
Support Group meets at 

11 a.m., Tuesday, Feb. 
13 at the Extension Of-
fice and at 5:30 p.m., at 
the Extension Annex. 
Adults raising a grand-
child, niece, nephew or 
another child can learn 
how to help them thrive 
and learn resources to 
support the whole family. 
Call the Extension Office 
to register at (270) 965-
5236.
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Crittenden County 
Blue Knights’ four chess 
teams  competed at Mur-
ray Middle School Sat-
urday and finished the 
day with four top-five 
team finishes.  

Crittenden County 
High School teacher Dr. 
Derrick Ford, a first-year 
chess coach, spent the 
first part of the school 
year practicing with his 
young team. This was the 
Blue Knights’ first tour-
nament of the year. 

Competing for the K3 
division, comprised of 
students in second and 
third grades, was CCES 
second grader Quincy 
Louden, who helped se-
cure third place for the  
team.  

Fourth- and fifth-grade 
competitors in the K5 di-
vision, including fourth 
graders Aria Ford, Carly 
Mardis, Brady Louden 
and Russell Vince, 
earned second place as a 

team.  
Sixth- through eighth 

graders in the K8 division 
include sixth graders 
Conner Miles and Bella 
Walston and eighth 
graders Wyatt Cartwright 
and Alex Hewitt. They 
came away from the tour-
nament with third place. 
Individually, Alex Hewitt 
took fourth place in the 
K8 section.   

The K12 division for 
high schoolers includes 
ninth grader Kayden 
Farmer. The team placed 
fifth place as a team.  

The 10 Blue Knights 
who represented Crit-
tenden County competed 
against more than 70 
players from around the 
region at the Murray 
Tournament. 

The Blue Knights will 
play in the regional tour-
nament Saturday at Liv-
ingston Central.  
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Former State Rep. 
Lynn Bechler who is run-
ning in the Republican 
primary for State Senate 
District 1 has voiced his 
support for Murray State 
University (MSU) and the 
MSU School of Veterinary 
Medicine Proposal cur-
rently being discussed in 
Frankfort by lawmakers.  

“Throughout the en-
tirety of our region, par-
ticularly Senate District 
1, and throughout our 
state, we are in dire need 
of large animal veterinar-
ians. I appreciate Murray 
State University’s Pres-
ident Dr. Bob Jackson, 

and the MSU leadership 
team for tackling this im-
portant issue in our ani-
mal agriculture sector,” 
Bechler said. “The time is 
now for the Common-
wealth of Kentucky to fi-
nally have a School of 
Veterinary Medicine and 
there is no better place in 
Kentucky than in Cal-
loway County at Murray 
State University to start 
one.  

“Not everything has to 
be in the Golden Triangle 
of Lexington and Louis-
ville. If elected, I will 
make this a top priority 
and I will work with my 

former colleagues in the 
General Assembly to get 
this done.”  

In October of last year, 
a feasibility study was re-
leased by the MSU Hut-
son School of Agriculture 
detailing the shortage of 
large animal veterinar-
ians, particularly 
throughout rural Ken-
tucky. The study showed 
that in Kentucky, there 
are only 54 large animal 
practicing veterinarians 
and over 2.3 million head 
of livestock in Kentucky. 
Kentucky currently does 
not have a School of Vet-
erinary Medicine.  

To learn more about 
the Murray State Univer-
sity School of Veterinary 
Medicine Task Force and 
plans for a School of Vet-
erinary Medicine at Mur-
ray State University visit: 
https://www.murrays-
tate.edu/news/posts/tas
k-force-named-for-veteri-
nary-school.aspx  

Bechler supports MSU veterinary program

Chess teams bring 
home top 5 finishes

K5 team members are (from left) Russsell Vince, Carly 
Mardis, Aria Ford and Brady Louden. Brady Louden, right, begins a match at the Blue 

Knight’s tournament at Murray Middle School.

K8 chess team members are (from left) Wyatt Cart-
wright, Alex Hewitt, Bella Walston and Conner Miles.

K3 member Quincy 
Louden

K12 member Kayden 
Farmer



Father is charged with 
murder of child’s mother 

 An Amber Alert received Monday 
morning by residents here and across 
Kentucky was canceled later in the day 
when a five-year-old was found safe in 
Caldwell County. 

However, the girl’s mother was dis-
covered dead of a gunshot wound to 
the head. 

The Amber Alert, which is a broad 
public notice that is broadcast across 
various platforms when a child goes 
missing, initially said that Lela Black 
had gone missing from and was be-
lieved to be in the company of her fa-
ther. 

Leading up to the Alert, police had 
been summoned to a home in Prince-
ton for a welfare check. There at about 
2 p.m., Monday, they found the scene 
of the alleged murder. The victim, 
Kelly Black, 42, was the girl’s mother. 
A warrant was obtained for Byron 
Black, 42, who police believe may have 
committed the crime then fled the 
scene with his daughter. 

The husband was arrested a few 
hours later and the girl was found 
safe. Police have not disclosed where 
or exactly when the arrest took place 
or how the young girl was recovered. 
However, Black is lodged in the Cald-
well County Jail, held without bond on 
a charge of domestic violence murder.  
Ross on Berea Dean’s List 

Kyonna Ross of Marion has been 
named to the Fall 2023 Dean's List at 
Berea College. 

A student is named to the Dean's 
List who achieves a GPA of 3.4 or 
higher while passing at least four total 
credits, a course load equivalent to 16 
semester hours. 

 

2 on Mississippi honors lists 
Two Marion students are on the Uni-

versity of Mississippi’s Fall 2023 Honor 
Roll lists, including Dean's Honor Roll. 

Kenlee McDaniel of Marion, who is 
majoring in integrated marketing 
communications, is one of the stu-
dents on the Dean's Honor Roll, which 
is reserved for students who earn a 
semester GPA of 3.50-3.74. 

Lilly Perryman of Marion, who is ma-
joring in exercise science, is another of 
the students on the Dean's Honor Roll. 

Paige Wells of Morganfield was also 
named to the Ole Miss Honor Roll. 

Grace Gough of Morganfield was 
among 4,503 students named to the 
Mississippi State University fall 2023 

President's List. 
 

Sheffer on MTSU list 
Cannon Sheffer of Morganfield was 

among 6,220 students named to Mid-
dle Tennessee State University Dean's 
List for the fall 2023 semester. Sheffer 
is majoring in Concrete Industry Man-
agement. 

To qualify for this distinction, an un-
dergraduate student must maintain a 
current semester grade-point average 
of 3.5 or above and earn at least 12 
semester hours. 

 

Locals on WKU lists 
Several area residents were named 

to the fall 2023 dean’s list at Western 
Kentucky University, earning a grade-
point average of 3.4 to 3.79 on a 4.0 
scale. Crittenden County residents 
earning recognition are Jaycie P. 
Driver, Nathan M. Bozeman, Jessie F. 
Potter, Kyron S. Hicks and Jenna Potter. 

The following were named to the 
president's list, earning GPAs of 3.8 to 
4.0: James H. Crider, Simon G. Shep-
ard, Raina J. West, Alyssa J. Bozeman 
and Samantha A. Tinsley. 

Lindsie F. Oden of Fredonia was also 
named to WKU’s dean’s list. 

 
 

Check-ins are same place 
Despite recent changes in traffic 

patterns around the high school and 
middle school during mornings and 
evenings, parents or guardians need-
ing to either check-in and check-out 
students from the school during the 
day will continue to do so through the 
front entrance. 

 

Speciality crop grant  
app period closes soon 
 
KY TODAY  

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell says the proposal win-
dow is still open for the Specialty Crop 
Block Grant Program, but that the 
deadline to submit a preliminary pro-
posal is just a month away. 

“Specialty crops make up a signifi-
cant part of Kentucky’s agricultural 
economy, and there is always room for 
growth,” Shell said. “The specialty crop 
program is intended to help make 
Kentucky specialty crops more com-
petitive in both domestic and foreign 
markets. We look forward to the cre-
ative proposals this application 
process brings in.” 

Applicants must describe how the 
project potentially affects and pro-
duces measurable outcomes for the 
specialty crop industry and/or the 
public. Private, 501 (c)(3) nonprofit or-

ganizations, and quasi-government 
entities, including public universities, 
are eligible to apply. All projects are 
subject to the availability of funds. The 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture 
(KDA) will not award grant funds for 
projects that solely benefit a particular 
commercial product or provide profit 
to a single organization, institution or 
individual. 

All preliminary proposals must be 
submitted on the specified form which 
you can find located at  
https://www.kyagr.com/marketing/do
cuments/Grants_Specialty_Crop_Block_
Concept_Proposal.pdf and emailed to 
Brett McQueary at Brett.McQueary@ky.gov, 
no later than 4:30 p.m. EST on Feb. 
23, 2024. Qualifying applicants will be 
notified and invited to complete a full 
grant application. Specialty crops are 
defined as fruits and vegetables, tree 
nuts, dried fruits, horticultural prod-
ucts, nursery crops (including floricul-
ture), and honey. For a comprehensive 
list, interested parties may visit 
www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/sc
bgp/specialty-crop. 

The KDA receives grant funding from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service 
(AMS) for the specialty crop grant pro-
gram and conducts an annual compet-
itive application process to award 
grant funds. 

For more information about the Spe-
cialty Crop Block Grant Program, go to 
kyagr.com/marketing/crop-block-
grant.html or contact Brett McQueary 
at (502) 782-4114 (office) or (502) 
330-6044 (cell). You can also email 
him at Brett.McQueary@ky.gov. 

 

Set your calendars for 
upcoming city events 

Marion Tourism and Recreation 
Commission met last week and dis-
cussed a number of projects scheduled 
for the coming month. 

Events of note include a March 30 
Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by Marion 
Baptist Church, which will be held 
March 30. 

On April 13, the annual H.B. Clark 
Disc Golf Tournament will be held at 
Marion-Crittenden County Park. 

The commission will sponsor a bow-
fishing tournament on May 4. Weigh in 
will be at the fairgrounds. 

Show and Shine Car Shows will be 
held the fourth Thursday of each 
month from May through September. 
Typically held on the court square, the 
shows will now be held at Marion 
Commons because of demolition and 
construction that will take place in the 
near future at the courthouse site. 

Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum’s 
annual gem, fossil and mineral show 
will be June 1-2. 

The commission is also beginning to 
develop a plan for a Christmas tree 
decorating festival of sorts. Although 
still in the initial brainstorming stage, 
plans are to have multiple large trees 
on Marion Commons. Groups or indi-
viduals will be able to decorate the 
trees. The commission believes the 
project will generate a spirt of Christ-
mas in the community. 

 

Pop-up Driver’s License 
renewal here next week 
    A Kentucky Pop-up Driver’s License 
Renewal Center will be held from 9:30 
a.m., to 2:45 p.m., on Tuesday, Feb. 6 
at the Crittenden County Office Com-
plex. To register for an appointment, 
go online to Pop-up Driver Licensing 
Program - DRIVE at drive.ky.gov. You 
must register in advance and appoint-
ments are limited. This is the only op-
tion to renew licenses locally and 
occurs two times a year, approximately 
every 6 months. The next local oppor-
tunity will be in August. Should anyone 
need assistance with registration, call 
Crittenden County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom’s office at 270-965-
5251. 

 

Want to buy a bison? 
LBL sale this weekend 

USDA Forest Service will hold a bison 
auction Saturday to manage the herd 
size at Land Between the Lakes Na-
tional Recreation Area. The auction will 
be held at the Elk & Bison Prairie cor-
ral.  

The Forest Service will sell approxi-
mately 32 bison, each separately to 
the highest bidder, including two bulls 
born in 2020, five young bulls born 
2021, five cows born 2021, tested for 
pregnancy and more young bulls and 
heifers born in the last year or two. 

There are also two older cows avail-
able. 

Bidder registration and viewing be-
gins at 8 a.m. before the auction starts 
at 9 a.m. Bison can be purchased with 
cash, credit card or personal check at 
time of bid acceptance. 

 

Crittenden County’s 
recycling effort is 
suspended for a time 

 West Kentucky Correctional Com-
plex near Fredonia has terminated its 
recycling program, creating a trickle-
down effect for Crittenden and other 
nearby counties. 

Crittenden County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom says the county’s recy-
cling bins are currently full and there’s 
nowhere to take the material.   

“We are out of the recycling business 
until we can get something resolved 
and in place,” the judge said Tuesday. 

 A coalition of area counties is look-
ing at other options, Newcom said. He 
hopes to find something short-term 
even if a permanent resolution to the 
matter is farther down the road. 

So for now, neither the convenience 
center nor the county’s recycling trail-
ers that are located at various places 
across the county will not be accepting 
recyclable material. 

 

Respiratory illness is 
slowing across Kentucky 
 
KY HEALTH NEWS  

Emergency-department visits and 
hospital admissions for respiratory 
disease in Kentucky have dropped for 
three weeks in a row, but the Kentucky 
Department for Public Health still con-
siders the rate of respiratory virus ac-
tivity to be elevated and the number of 
hospitalizations to be high.  

Respiratory illness-related ED visits 
have dropped 47% since the last week 
of 2023, when the health department 
showed the highest number of ED vis-
its during this respiratory-illness sea-
son, 6,147.  

In the three weeks since, there has 
been a steady decline in such visits, 
dropping to 3,243 visits in the week 
ended Jan. 20. 

Of those, 2,379 were for flu, down 
15% from the week prior; 663 were for 
COVID-19, down 30% from the week 
prior; and 201 were for respiratory 
syncytial virus (RSV), down 38% from 
the week prior. 

 

Growth of Nones has 
slowed, yet they remain 
largest segment in U.S. 

The incredible rise in the number of 
Nones may be over, according to a Pew 
Research Center survey. 

Since 2007, Nones – a religiously 
unaffiliated survey group comprised 
mostly of atheists, agnostics and those 
who say their religion is "nothing in 
particular" – had doubled from 16% to 
a an all-time high of 31% just a few 
years ago.  

Now, Pew says that figure is 28%, 
based on a new survey of more than 
3,300 U.S. adults. 

Still, Nones are the largest group in 
the U.S., more prevalent among Amer-
ican adults than Catholics (23%) or 
evangelical Protestants (24%). 

Since the 1970s, the religiously un-
affiliated have risen from a single-digit 
percentage of the U.S. population to 
encompass more than 1 in 5 adults. 
That growth has been steady and sub-
stantial. Meanwhile, Christianity has 
fallen from upward of 90 percent to 
less than 2 out of 3 people.  

News of Pew’s latest survey has been 
reported differently in the media. 
Some have pointed to a possible shift 
in momentum by Nones. Others point 
out that the non-religious sector con-
tinues to lead the nation. You can see 
the entire survey at Pew Research’s 
website. 

In the survey, Pew asked respon-
dents what – if anything – they believe. 
The research organization found that 
Nones are not a uniform group. Most 
Nones believe in God or another 
higher power, but very few attend any 
kind of religious service. Yet Nones are 
not 100% anti-religious. Most Nones 
say religion does some harm, but 
many also think it does some good. 
Most have more positive views of sci-
ence than those who are religiously af-
filiated; however, they reject the idea 
that science can explain everything. 

Seven in 10 U.S. adults consider 
themselves spiritual to some degree. 
Nones are young with 69% under the 
age of 50 and they are less racially di-
verse with 63% of Nones being white. 
Previous other studies by Pew and 
other research groups have found that 
people of color are far more likely to 
say religion is important in their lives. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
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50 YEARS AGO 
January 31, 1974 
n Phil English, local Sears Authorized 
Catalog Merchant, was pictured turning 
the first spade of soil prior to construction 
of the English Manor shopping complex 
on the corner of Main and Depot streets, 
today the site of Marion City Hall. 
n Crittenden County Lady Rockets got 
their fifth win in a row as they defeated the 
Murray High Tigers in front of their largest 
home crowd of the season. 
n Irvin Gilson, who served as federal co-
ordinator for Crittenden County Schools 
for six years, was named principal at Fohs 
Hall Elementary School. Prior to this, he 
spent 23 years in education and held a 
master’s degree with an additional rank 1 
certification in administration. 
 

 25 YEARS AGO 
February 4, 1999 
n The Kentucky Association of Fairs and 
Horse Shows awarded the Most Progres-
sive Fair Award to Crittenden County. The 
award was presented for accomplish-
ments made during the August 1998 
county fair. Fair Chairman Jim Hatfield 
said, “This award reflects the community 
and we are very proud of it.” 
n Nancy Hunt, Crittenden County Exten-
sion Agent for Family and Consumer Sci-
ences, was awarded a Program 
Achievement Award from National Epsilon 
Sigma Phi. The award was based on the 
local Job Readiness Clinic co-sponsored 

by Community Based Services. 
n Most youth and adult members of Mar-
ion Baptist Church have liked what 
they’ve heard about a proposed Family 
Life Center. Plans for the proposed center 
were presented to all youth and adult 
Sunday school classes at Marion Baptist 
Church and have been well received ac-
cording to church members. 
 

 10 YEARS AGO 
January 30, 2014 
n Science was in motion as Ethan Sosh 
and Kylie Bloodworth participated in an 
experiment with tissue paper with Jason 
Lindsey, the host the television segment 
Hooked on Science.  Haley Moore and 
Logan Noland also helped Lindsey with 
the completion of the project. 
n Blue Knights Chess Team placed first in 
the Quad A Regional Tournament. Mem-
bers included Cole Foster, Gage Moore, 
Cameron McDaniel, Micah Hollamon, 
Benny Tucker, and Hayden Brooks.   
n Retired U.S Army Sgt. Chase Matthews 
was on hand for the ceremonial pregame 
coin toss prior to the Senior Bowl at Mo-
bile, Ala. His appearance was part of a 
Homes for Our Troops program to raise 
awareness for the national non-profit or-
ganization and to honor another veteran 
helped by the group.  
 

 
Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

            Lela                            Byron 
           Black                           Black
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When it comes to re-
ligious folk, there are 
rule-keepers and there 
are storytellers. It is not 
that rule-keep-
ers don’t have 
stories or that 
s t o r y t e l l e r s 
don’t have 
rules. It is that 
one or the other 
will determine 
the nature of 
one’s faith. 
Where one 
comes down on 
this is a de昀-
nite re昀ection 
on our view of 
God. 

If we think 
God is a 
r u l e - k e e p e r, 
then the stories 
in the Bible take 
on the character of cau-
tionary tales that warn us 
what will happen when 
we break the rules. Salva-
tion comes in spite of our 
stubborn rebellion, but 
we better do our best to 
昀gure out the rules so we 
will know when we break 
them. Or more important, 
what to do with others 
when they break the ones 
we consider most import-
ant. The story is import-
ant, because we need it 
to understand why things 
are the way they are.

If we think God is a sto-
ryteller, then the Bible will 
take on the character of 
how God has woven the 
lives of frail and faulty peo-
ple into a story of salvation. 
Salvation comes because, 
even though we are faulty, 
we turn our hearts to God 

and help each other along 
the way. The rules are im-
portant because they pro-
vide for us a common un-

derstanding of 
what has gone 
wrong.

Rule-keep-
ers begin with 
perfection and 
point to our fail-
ure. Storytell-
ers begin with 
perfection and 
point to how 
we can strive 
to reach toward 
the goal.

In my per-
sonal journey, 
I have leaned 
both ways. 
Given the de昀-
nitions above, 
which are ob-

servations, I am thor-
oughly enjoying life much 
more now that I have tilted 
toward being a storyteller. 
I now see the relationship 
between rules and story 
as how one might weave a 
tapestry. Although, given 
the hugeness of life and 
the unpredictable nature 
of story, it may be a bit 
limiting. The threads pro-
vide the structure (rules) 
by which one lives. How 
those are woven together 
is our story. 

For some rules 昀rst 
thinkers we all must be 
working on the same 
picture (a little extreme, 
but bear with me). They 
know what it is supposed 
to look like, and the only 
outcome will be some-
thing less than desired. 
The rules might be strict 

religious dogma that only 
understand how to point 
out the errors of others. 
Or they might be expec-
tations one has of God 
for keeping the rules. In 
which case the outcome 
will never match the ex-
pected one.

Storytellers have a set 
of rules as well but un-
derstand that story is 
what we see. We are all 
given threads, yarns, 
and ropes of various col-
ors and lengths. There is 
beauty in the variation 
and power in seeing what 
some create with limited 
resources. Mistakes are 
made, disaster strikes, 
and sometimes the tapes-
try is damaged. But it is 
what we are, it is beau-
tiful from a distance and 
becomes more appreciat-
ed the closer we look.

Right now, I am sitting 
alone in a comfortable 
accommodation in San-
ta Ana, Honduras. I hear 
roosters, dogs, children 
alternately laughing and 
crying (the crying just 
started – ok, now scream-
ing and laughing again), 
various traf昀c noises 
passing nearby, and the 
metal roof creaking as 
the temperature changes. 
How I got here, right now 
at this place, is the result 
of putting story 昀rst.

The threads that have 
led my family and I to 
the places where we are 
have interwoven with the 
stories of so many oth-
ers. The appearance of 
the right person at the 
right time, with the right 

words may only ask for 
a moment. It may be a 
thread so small as to be 
unnoticed, except that 
the picture changed from 
that point on for some 
reason. Intentionally al-
lowing others to in昀uence 
us with more regard for 
their story than whether 
or not they are following 
the right rules has been a 
blessing. It has taught me 
tenacity and grace. 

I believe that God com-
municates to us through 
story. It may be the story 
of a faithful person in our 
lives. It may be the story 
of one of our friends or a 
mentor. It certainly is the 
story of the Bible. There 
are rules there, but the 
point is the story of which 
every human being is a 
part – whether they know 
it or not or believe it or 
not. Rules are important, 
but story is where we live.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Rule-keepers and storytellers

Step in and speak up to 
keep others from disaster

n The VFW in Marion will have a meeting at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 8 at 412 North College St. Refreshments 
will be served.

n Shady Grove Cemetery Association will be having its an-
nual meeting at 10 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 10 at the Shady 
Grove Fire Barn. All are welcome.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 5:30 
p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite 
side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.  

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

Community Events & News

Question: I have a teen-
age friend who is starting to 
smoke and to hang out with 
those who often get into trou-
ble. What can I do to help 
him avoid the consequences 
of his actions down the road? 

Answer: From time to 
time, we all need help to keep 
us from making bad choic-
es. If you see your friend or 
even an acquaintance that’s 
headed down a road that’s 
not good, take the initiative 
and with discernment and 
humility go to him to help him 
see the consequences of his 
choices. Bad choices bring 
bad consequences!

The Bible teaches us to 
think of helping others and to 
not just let them go their own 

merry way when you see bad 
consequences ahead. The 
Word of the Lord says, “Each 
of you should look not only to 
your own interests, but also to 
the interests of others” (Phil. 
2:4). It’s telling us there are 
times when we need to step 
in and speak up with wisdom 
to protect another from disas-
ter. Love acts even though 
the person we’re speaking to 
may resent our speaking to 
him about the consequences 

of his actions. 
Friends look out for friends. 

Not only are we to intercede 
in prayer for a friend starting 
down a harmful path, we 
are to step in and speak up 
to help him see the conse-
quences of his choices. Gen-
uine love means you act with 
courage by speaking to him 
to protect him from getting 
hurt or in trouble.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Service stations offered service efficiency, courtesy

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Service stations in 
Marion’s history is al-
ways an interesting sub-
ject, but a dif昀cult one to 
write about as there have 
been so many.  The list 
is long. There were 14 in 
1956.

If a question comes up 
about one of them, I 昀nd 
that they have changed 
owners and employees 
so many times over the 
years, you get a 昀ood of 
names with everyone re-
membering something 
and someone different, 
but nothing to tell much 
about the history, such 
as when they were built 
or when they went out of 
business.  

At the time they were 
known as “service sta-
tions,” which is what 
they were. They were not 
just for 昀lling your vehi-
cle with gas. They sup-
plied many services and 
products. An attendant, 
when waiting on you, 
always offered to check 
your oil, clean your wind-
shield and asked if your 
tires needed checking.  It 
was unheard of for you to 
昀ll your own gas tank.  

Most of the 
old station 
buildings have 
been torn down 
over the years 
and the few 
buildings that 
are still stand-
ing now house 
other business-
es. It is dif昀cult 
to 昀nd any ear-
ly history on 
most all these 
service stations 
and who ran 
them.

But we fondly 
recall and re-
member when 
Marion had a 
service station 
on every corner and sev-
eral more in between.  
Here is some information 
I have been able that you 
might 昀nd fun and in-
teresting.  But I realize 
there will be many that 
I have not named, plus 
many former owners and 
workers of whom I have 
no knowledge. 

–––
Franklin Bros. Gulf 

Station  
On Saturday, Jan. 4, 

1947 Franklin broth-
ers Bill, Rube and Hen-
ry joined as partners 
to open Marion’s 昀rst 
modern, full-service sta-
tion.  The manager of the 
service station was Bill 
Franklin.

The Gulf Oil Corpo-
ration contracted with 
Sylvan Clark, the owner 
of Clark Building Sup-
ply, to built the station.  
During WWII, because of 
the scarcity of materials 
and wartime restrictions 
on their sales, Mr. Clark 
had temporarily taken 
a position as plumbing 
foreman at Camp Breck-
enridge in Morgan昀eld. 
After resigning this war-
time position, his com-
pany constructed the 
Franklin Brothers Gulf 
Service at the corner of 
Main and Popular Streets 
(were the Imogene Stout 
Market on Main is to-
day).  The construction 
took place throughout 
1946. An announcement 
was distributed through-
out the community to 

let everyone know when 
the grand opening would 
take place. Hundreds of 
interested individuals 
came by to see Marion’s 

new modern 
service station.

After ap-
p r o x i m a t e -
ly one year, 
Bill Franklin 
p u r c h a s e d 
his brothers’ 
shares and he 
became the 
sole owner and 
manager of the 
service sta-
tion.  The name 
was changed 
to Marion Gulf 
Service. It had 
several differ-
ent owners and 
local workers 
through the 
years.  

The service station 
remained active until 
the 1990s, when it was 
torn down for the con-
struction of McDonald’s 
Restaurant adjacent to it.

–––
April 29, 1949 John-
ston’s new service 

station will be open 24 
hours a day

The service station 
building, which has been 
under construction since 
late last fall at the corner 
of Main and U.S. 60 by 
the Standard Oil Com-
pany, will hold its formal 
opening on Saturday. 
The building is the latest 
in design and a thing of 
beauty and considered 
the most modern in the 
South.  The building was 
constructed by Clark 
Building & Supply Com-

pany, with Sylvan Clark 
personally supervising 
the work.  The credit of 
the new modern building 
goes to Mr. Clark and his 
crew of workmen.

Kenneth Pascoe John-
ston, who recently came 
to Marion and bought 
the business from Duke 
Wright, will manage the 
new station, and will 
have gifts for all his cus-
tomers on opening day. 

Mr. Johnston needs no 
introduction to the peo-
ple of this city and county 
as he was raised at Mex-
ico, spending 20 years in 
the county. Mr. Johnston 
will have associated with 
him Raymond “Red” Mar-
shall, Jr., Frank Beard, 
Odell Mills, Clarence Wy-
att, Don Tabor and Nor-
man Crider.

They invite all their 
friends and the public 
to visit them on opening 
day, Saturday, April 30, 
1949. It will be open 24 
hours a day, specializing 
in standard veri昀ed lubri-
cation, washing and pol-
ishing, Crown and Crown 
extra gasoline, Mobil Oil 
and Essolube motor oils, 
Atlas tires, with repair-
ing and servicing, Atlas 
batteries and a complete 
line of Atlas Accessories. 
Their motto was “Service 
– Ef昀ciency – Courtesy.”

This station was later 
known in 1967 as Teer 
and Tabor Standard, 
owned and operated by 
Jim Tabor and his broth-
er-in-law, Tom Teer. The 
station later became just 
Tabor’s Chevron.  They 
had to quit the selling of 
gasoline in 2009 due to 

new gas regulations and 
high overhead. The Tabor 
era ended at the station 
in October 2020 when 
Scott Tabor decided to 
sell his repair business. 
The building today is 
owned and operated by 
Duncan’s Service Center.

–––
October 1, 1949 

– Grand Opening of 
Northside Service

Eugene Cruce and 
Raymond Jones an-
nounced the opening of 
the Northside Service 
located on U.S. 60 at 
Curve Inn across from 
the Top Deck Cafe. They 
advertised selling 80 oc-
tane regular and 88 oc-
tane, Ethyl gas direct 
from tank truck and high 
quality Penn, and Quak-
er state motor oils.  

–––
Nov. 18, 1954 – Work 

on New Service Station 
Starts

Work began last Satur-
day on construction of a 
new service station at the 
northeast corner of Gum 
and South Main Streets 
where formerly stood a 
cluster of tall shade trees.

The service station, to 
be erected by the Sinclair 
Oil company, is expected 
to be completed within a 
short time.

The trees, which only a 
few days ago were reach-
ing proudly towards the 
sky, were felled one by 
one as the afternoon 
wore on.  The area now 
seems strangely barren. 
Bulldozers and other 
earth moving equipment 
will soon be moving in to 
strip the ground to street 

level for erection of the 
new service station.  This 
Sinclair Oil service sta-
tion is now the location of 
Myers Auto Parts (Napa) 
store.   

–––
August 3, 1956 - Gas 

Stations Threaten to 
Strike at 10:00 Today 

for Lower Prices.
Fourteen Marion Ser-

vice Station owners and 
operators at a meeting 
held Wednesday after-
noon form an association 
and unanimously passed 
on a resolution asking 
companies to adjust gas-
oline prices here to those 
of competitors in neigh-
boring area, if not they 
would close their stations 
at 10 a.m., next Wednes-
day. Named president 
of the Association was 
W. A. Franklin, owner of 
Franklin’s Gulf Service 

on U.S. 60 North.  
Local dealers feel that 

they are being discrim-
inated against because 
prices on gasoline in 
nearby counties is from 
6 1/2 to 7 cents lower 
than here. One operator 
said that it is common 
for tourists to drive into 
his station and purchase 
a dollar’s worth of gas in 
order that he can make 
it to Henderson where he 
can 昀ll up for 25.9 cents 
per gallon.

Another dealer said 
that they don’t expect 
companies to cut prices 
here, but hope to get the 
price “adjusted.” They 
would rather some kind 
of pressure be brought 
to bear on other areas 
to bring their prices up. 
Current prices here are 
35 1/2 cents per gallon 
for premium, and 32 1/2 
cents for regular.

These price-cutting 
sprees come about usu-
ally when a new inde-
pendent company comes 
into an area and sells gas 
at a low price in order to 
get business. When this 
happens, other operators 
must cut their prices in 
order to compete. Grad-
ually this spreads until 
an entire region gets in to 
what is known as a price 
war.

–––
Our small town sure 

has changed over the 
years, and not all for the 
better, but it’s interesting 
to recall and remember 
how things  used to be.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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In 1969 these service stations were located on the four corners of South Main Street and Gum Street. K & H Sinclair 
Station (today NAPA Auto Parts) was across Gum Street. South Side Gulf with Dwayne Croft, was owned by Randall 
and Glenda Chandler on opposite side of street. In front of the Sinclair station was Teer and Tabor Standard Service 
(today Duncan’s Service Center) and across Gum was the South Main Union 76 with J. E. Jones (now an empty lot.)



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing in 
The Crittenden Press! Call 
(270) 965-3191 to post a 
classi昀ed ad.

sales
Yard sale/Estate sale at 432 
North Hayden Ave., Salem, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 1 and Friday, Feb. 
2, 8 a.m.-noon, Saturday, 
Feb. 3. Holiday decorations, 
pictures, jewelry, purses, 
linens, pots & pans, glass-
ware. (1t-05-p)

wanted
Looking for hay ground/pas-
ture ground. Will pay by the 
bale and/or by the acre. Call 
or text (270) 704-1787. (12-
12-p)

employment 
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking employ-
ees. We offer a competitive 
salary, bene昀ts package, 
and advancement opportu-
nities.  MTC is an equal op-
portunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view quali昀cations, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures Today” 
(tfc-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Con-
crete Construction. (20t-9-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 

newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classi昀ed de-
partment at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given that 
La Cantina LLC is applying 
for a liquor license in Mar-
ion, Kentucky. This is an 
opportunity for public com-
ment. For inquiries or objec-
tions, contact Gracie Bruce 
at graciebruce323@gmail.
com. Published on Jan. 11-
Feb. 1, 2024. (4t-5-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CASE NO. 23-CI-00023
FEDERAL HOME LOAN 
MORTAGE CORPORA-

TION, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR FRED-

DIE MAC SLST
2022-1 PARTICIPATION 

INTEREST TRUST
PLAINTIFF

v.
JAMES KEMPER AKA 

JAMES M. KEMPER, ET 
AL

CAPITOL ONE BANK 
(USA), N.A.

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY, WORK-

FORCE DEVELOPMENT 
CABINET EX

REL DIVISION OF UNEM-
PLOYMENT INSURANCE

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY, COUNTY OF 

CRITTENDEN      
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment and 
Order of Sale and to satisfy 
the judgment of the Plaintiff 
in the above styled action, 
the Commissioner will of-
fer for sale on or about the 
hour of 10:00 a.m., Tues-
day, February 27, 2024, at 
public auction to the high-
est bidder at the Crittenden 
County Of昀ce Complex at 
200 Industrial Drive, Marion, 
Kentucky, the following de-
scribed property:
PROPERTY ADDRESS:  
420 Sturgis Road, Marion, 
KY 42064
MAP NO.:  070-60-07-
015.00
FOR COMPLETE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION SEE THE 
JUDGMENT AND ORDER 
OF SALE.  
 THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CON-
VEYED HEREIN WAS 
PROVIDED TO THE 
DRAFTSMAN BY THE 
PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY 
EXISTING EASEMENTS
Terms:  The following terms 
are in effect unless other-
wise mentioned above:
At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either 
pay full cash or make a de-
posit of ten percent (10%) of 
the purchase price with the 
balance on credit for thirty 
(30) days.  If the purchase 
price is not paid in full, the 
successful bidder shall ex-
ecute a bond at the time of 
sale with suf昀cient surety to 
secure the unpaid balance 
of the purchase price.  The 
bond shall bear interest at 
the rate the judgment bears, 

from the date of sale until 
paid.  In the event the suc-
cessful bidder is the plaintiff, 
then in lieu of the deposit the 
plaintiff shall be allowed to 
bid on credit up to the judg-
ment amount.  To the extent 
applicable, the property will 
be sold subject to the stat-
utory right of redemption.  
The purchaser shall be re-
sponsible for ad valorem 
taxes for the year 2023 and 
subsequent years.  The sale 
may be canceled and any 
announcements made at 
the sale take precedence 
over printed matter con-
tained herein.  The Master 
Commissioner does not 
have access to the inside of 
any property and does not 
warrant title.  The Master 
Commissioner only conveys 
pursuant to the Judgment 
and Order of Sale.  The suc-
cessful bidder has 10 days 
after the sale to examine ti-
tle and 昀le exceptions.
Dated this the  17th day of 
January, 2024.   
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSION-
ER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
MARION, KENTUCKY 
42064
270-965-2222
CERTIFICATE OF SER-
VICE
I hereby certify that a true 
copy of the foregoing was 
electronically 昀led with the 
Clerk’s of昀ce and mailed on 
this the 17th day of January, 
2024, to the following:
Christopher M. Hill
Christopher M. Hill & Asso-
ciates, LLC
P.O. Box 817
Frankfort, KY 40602
James Kemper aka James 
M. Kemper
420 Sturgis Road
Marion, KY 42064
Robert B. Frazer
Crittenden County Attorney
P.O. Box 364
Marion, KY 42064
REBECCA JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSION-
ER (3t-07-c)
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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As duck season comes 
to a close in Kentucky, 
hunters have an oppor-
tunity to visit a new per-
manent exhibit, “Duck, 
Duck, Goose: Waterfowl 
of the Mississippi Fly-
way” at Discovery Park of 
America in west Ten-
nessee. 

Significant gifts for the 
$1.1 million exhibit were 
made in memory of 
William A. (Bill) Homra 
and his son, Allen 
Homra, both business-
men who had a passion 
for the sport of duck 
hunting. Ducks Unlim-
ited, the world’s leader in 
wetlands and waterfowl 
conservation, is a pre-
mier sponsor of the ex-
hibit, which was 
designed and built by the 
Louisville, Kentucky firm 
Solid Light. Ducks Un-
limited was instrumental 
in providing direction 
and content for the entire 
exhibit. 

“Duck, Duck, Goose: 
Waterfowl of the Missis-
sippi Flyway” uses 
hands-on experiences, 

state-of-the-art technol-
ogy and beautiful wildlife 
photography to explore 
the biology, identification 
and habitats of ducks, 
geese and other water-
fowl. Visitors will dis-
cover how a combination 
of federal land protec-
tions and private land 
conservation has united 
the government, 
landowners, hunters, 
scientists, conservation-
ists and other nature 
lovers in protecting and 
restoring waterfowl pop-
ulations and the land 
needed for them to 
thrive. 

Inside Discovery Cen-
ter, the exhibit includes 
sections on waterfowl bi-
ology, the conservation 
efforts of the Cohen 
Wildlife Lab and the 
Ducks Unlimited Conser-
vation Experience. Out-
side, guests will find an 
exploration of what ig-
nited Theodore Roo-
sevelt’s lifelong passion 
for preserving America's 
natural heritage; the 
past, present and future 

of decoys presented by 
Higdon Outdoors of Pad-
ucah; the story of Akers 
v. Resor from The Ten-
nessee Wildlife Federa-
tion – now considered 
one of the greatest victo-
ries in the history of the 
American grassroots con-
servation movement; a 
look at modern-day wa-
terfowl hunting gear from 
Final Flight Outfitters; a 
display of rare waterfowl 
hunting artifacts and 
calls from nationally rec-
ognized collector Ryan 
Graves and more. Guests 
will also note an addition 
on the park’s North Lake. 
A Reelfoot Lake-style 
duck blind and decoys 
have been added to pro-
vide an interactive ele-
ment to the exhibit. 

Also now open is “Cap-
turing Waterfowl: A Seth 
Dortch Photography Ex-
hibit.”  

Online visit Discovery-
ParkofAmerica.com/duc
k to learn more about the 
exhibit. 

The 2024 Legislative 
Session in Frankfort is 
nearing the one-third 
mark of the 60-day 
budget session, as Fri-
day marked the 18th 
day. The committee 
process is picking up 
steam and with that, 
more bill proposals are 
proceeding through the 
legislative process. 

The Kentucky Right to 
Life sponsored a pro-life 
rally last week in our 
capital. It was standing 
room only in the ro-
tunda as hundreds 
gathered to celebrate the 
thousands of lives saved 
since Roe V. Wade was 
overturned in July 
2022. I’m a proud mem-
ber of the pro-life cau-
cus, and it was a 
privilege to celebrate 
those who believe in the 
sanctity of life at the 
moment of conception, 
and want to do all they 
can to protect it. 

The Senate has begun 
poring through the two 
budget proposals sub-
mitted by the House, HB 
1 and HB 6. While they 
are likely to change as 
they go through the leg-
islative process, the cur-
rent versions of the 
two-year state budget 
can be found at legisla-
ture.ky.gov. As your 
state senator, my com-
mitment is to the disci-
plined use of your 
hard-earned tax dollars. 
A strong objective of the 
Kentucky General As-
sembly will be to limit 
new recurring expenses 
that put taxpayers on 
the hook each new 
budget session. We will 
be especially mindful of 
this in reviewing our 
revenue projections.  

We passed a number 
of bills this week that 
had my full support and 
are now in the House for 
their consideration. 

Senate Bill (SB) 7 pro-
vides a means for stu-
dents enrolled in 
non-certified Kentucky 
schools, students who 
are homeschooled, to 

have more 
access to 
the Ken-
tucky Edu-
cational 
Excellence 
Scholar-
ship 
(KEES).  
The schol-
arships 
will include 
the base 
amount for grade point 
average (GPA) by using 
an equivalent GPA 
based on the student’s 
American College Test 
(ACT) score. Currently, 
eligible non-certified 
school graduates can 
only access the “supple-
mental” KEES award as 
earned on a student’s 
ACT score. This bill 
changes their annual 
total KEES award, up to 
$2,500, to align with 
other public, private, 
and parochial school 
students. Their award 
will be based on their 
equivalent GPA and the 
supplemental awards. 
For example, a 2.7 GPA 
would equal an 18 ACT 
score, and a 4.0 would 
be equivalent to a 28+ 
ACT score. We believe 
these students work just 
as hard academically 
and should be awarded 
accordingly.  Plus, we’d 
like these students to 
pursue higher education 
here in Kentucky and 
enter our workforce, 
making our state even 
stronger.     

SB 25 respects the 
rights of Kentucky prop-
erty owners by prohibit-
ing local governments 
from adopting or enforc-
ing an ordinance man-
dating a landlord 
participate in a housing 
program under Section 
8 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937. 
The bill also prohibits 
local governments from 
adopting or enforcing an 
ordinance relating to 
landlord and tenant 
laws that conflict with 
any state law. The 
measure would prevent 

these business owners 
from being forced to ac-
cept a voluntary pro-
gram, making them take 
less than market value 
for their properties. 

SB 28 broadens the 
scope of practice for po-
diatric residents and as-
sistants, enabling them 
to engage in additional 
professional activities. 
Podiatry is a branch of 
medicine devoted to the 
study, diagnosis, and 
treatment of disorders of 
the foot and ankle. The 
measure introduces new 
qualifications for acquir-
ing a podiatry license to 
ensure practitioners 
meet specific standards.  

Please check out the 
KYSenateRepublicans.com 
website to find press re-
leases from the Senate 
Majority Caucus. Infor-
mation on all our mem-
bers – your elected 
officials – can be found 
there along with other 
useful information.  

You can find the sta-
tus of legislation by call-
ing 866-840-2835 or 
receive legislative meet-
ing information at 800-
633-9650. You can 
watch and follow legisla-
tive activity at 
KET/org/legislature and 
Legislature.ky.gov. 

You can ontact my of-
fice if I can assist you in 
any way.  Email me at 
jason.howell@lrc.ky.gov 
or reach my office toll-
free at 1-800-372-7181. 

   
Senator Jason Howell, R-

Murray, represents the 1st 
Senate District including 
Calloway, Crittenden, Fulton, 
Graves, Hickman, Lyon and 
Trigg Counties. He serves 
as Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee chair and a member 
of the Banking and Insur-
ance; Economic Develop-
ment, Tourism and Labor, 
and Licensing and Occupa-
tions committees. Howell will 
also serve as a Capital Proj-
ects and Bond Oversight 
Committee and Legislative 
Oversight and Investigations 
committee member. 
 

Review Week 4 of Legislature  

Lawmaking picks up steam

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS 
Throughout January, 

Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet (KyTC) has been 
converting from its 
legacy motor vehicle sys-
tem implemented in the 
late 1970s to a modern 
system known as KAVIS. 
This conversion has not 
gone as smoothly as 
hoped, said Crittenden 
County Clerk Daryl 
Tabor.  

The Kentucky County 
Clerks Association 
(KCCA) asks for motor 
vehicle customers' con-
tinued patience as they 
work with KyTC to re-
solve the issues at hand. 

“We continue to see 
improvements with the 
KAVIS system each 
week; however, there are 
still times when the pro-
gram is unresponsive or 
specific transactions are 
not processing,” said 
Tabatha Clemons, Grant 

County Clerk and KCCA 
President. “Because of 
these issues, we are 
being forced to turn away 
customers. It is always 
our priority to serve our 
customers, but the new 
system's shortfalls are 
preventing us in some in-
stances. 

“While county clerks 
throughout the Com-
monwealth pride them-
selves on providing 
excellent customer serv-
ice, it has been a struggle 
to perform at the levels 
we expect due to the sys-
tem's processing errors,” 
Clemons said. 

Tabor, Crittenden 
County’s clerk, said 
clerks have faith in the 
KAVIS team and pro-
grammers' ability to cor-
rect the issues. But to be 
transparent, wait times 
will be longer, and there 
are transactions that 
simply cannot be 
processed at present. 

“We would love to 
specifically identify the 
problem transactions, 
but that changes daily as 
the programmers work to 
fix issues,"” Tabor said. 

KCCA asks customers 
to be as prepared as pos-
sible when they visit 

their county clerk. The 
following steps will make 
visits more efficient: 

•Bring your driver's li-
cense or state issued 
identification card. 

•Bring your renewal 
notice and previous 
year's registration. 

•Bring your Kentucky 
proof of insurance 
printed. 

•Be prepared to wait 
longer than normal due 
to processing delays and 
PVA issues where clerks 
must contact the PVA to 
correct problems. It 
takes time to work 
through each customer's 
account and merge vehi-
cles for each customer. 

•Online renewals do 
have an issue with trailer 
fees, but KCCA has re-
quested KyTC to turn the 
web renewal portal back 
on even with the fee 
issue with trailers. If you 
have a trailer to renew, it 
is recommend that you 
wait for further commu-
nication when fees are 
corrected for any trailer 
transaction. 

•For any transaction 
by mail, online or drop-
off, include a phone 
number so you can be 
reached.

New job, new retirement account options
Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options:
• Leave the money in your previous employer’s plan 
• Move it to your new employer’s plan 
• Roll it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
• Cash out the account subject to early withdrawal penalties

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works best for you.

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

IRT-1948L-A AECSPAD 21138030

Grant S Rogers
Financial Advisor

123 E Bellville St
Marion, KY 42064
270-965-0944

Clerks offer update on vehicle 
Kentucky registration system 

BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Exemplary ratings in 
six professional stan-
dards were given to Crit-
tenden County 
Superintendent Tonya 
Driver after an evaluation 
by the board of education 
in a closed session Jan. 
25. Driver, in her second 
year as superintendent, 
received an accom-
plished rating in one cat-
egory.  

Superintendent evalu-
ations analyze leadership 
in seven categories, in-
cluding strategic, in-
structional, cultural, 
human resource, mana-
gerial, collaborative  and 
influential leadership  

“Driver’s personal in-
structional leadership 
and collaboration with 
the district instructional 
administrators, princi-
pals, curriculum 
coaches, teachers and in-
structional assistants is 
reaping significant gains 
and opportunities for our 
students,” the board 
wrote in its evaluation.  

Her problem-solving 
skills, efforts to collabo-
rate with law enforce-
ment, area businesses 
and post-secondary edu-
cational institutes were 
cited examples of the 
ways Driver works to 
provide students with the 
best resources available, 
according to the board’s 
report. 

In other business, the 
board of education was 
presented results of the 
district’s 2023 audit from 
Cory Alexander, CPA at 
Dugan, Gentry & Associ-
ates. The audit acknowl-
edged accurate 
accounting practices and 
sufficient internal con-
trols by the district’s fi-
nancial officers. 

Alexander praised the 
district’s accurate use of 
grant funds and reported 

compliance in reporting 
procedures. He noted im-
provements in the food 
service program, which 
operated at a deficit in 
2022, but showed a car-
ryover of $202,000 in 
2023. The increased 
margin was due in part 
to a reduction of ex-
penses and an increased 
reimbursement rate for 
the summer feeding pro-
gram. 

•Chris Cook was re-
elected chairman of the 
board and Ryan Mc-
Daniel vice chair for 
2024. 

•Mark Rawlings of 
Baird & Company shared 
good news about the dis-
trict’s financial status at 
the dawn of a multi-mil-
lion-dollar addition to 
Crittenden County Mid-
dle School.  

He said a decrease in 
interest rates and a drop 
in material costs bode 
well for the district. The 
board approved an up-
dated project estimate, or 
BG-1, of $11.2 million.  

•The board received a 
$265,274 insurance 
check for replacement of 
the middle school gym 
floor as a result of dam-
age during fall flooding. 
School officials hope to 
replace the gym floor and 
lay tile in the lobby after 
construction of the mid-
dle school is complete.  

•Approved board work-
ing sessions and meeting 
dates for 2024 and Jan-
uary 2025. Regular 
board meetings in 2024 
will be Feb. 27, March 
26, April 18, May 16, 
June 18, July 16, Aug. 
13, Sept. 10, Oct. 17, 
Nov. 14 and Dec. 14. All 
meetings start at 5:30 
p.m., and will be held at 
Rocket Arena. 

•Approved renewal of 
the district’s contract 
with board attorney Roy 
Massey IV for 2024. 

•Approved the draft 
budget for fiscal year 
2025.  

•Approved the second 
reading of the 2024-2025 
school calendar. First 
day of school will be Aug. 
14, with fall break Oct. 7-
11 and spring break 
March 31-April 4, 2025. 
The last day for students 
is May 22, 2025.  

•Approved all three 
county schools’ compre-
hensive school improve-
ment plans and the 
district’s comprehensive 
improvement plan. 

•Accepted $19,108.85 
from the School Facilities 
Construction Commis-
sion’s offer of assistance 
for annual debt service. 

•Approved permission 
to bid school pictures, 
trash pickup and pest 
control. 

•Approved the district’s 
$250 annual member-
ship to Fohs Hall, Inc. 

•Voted to extend the 
contract Huron Studor 
Educational Services 
through 2026 for the dis-
trict’s five-year strategic 
plan. 

•Approved first pay-
ment for the CCMS addi-
tion to MP Lawson 
Construction in the 
amount of $206,100. 

•Made a $1,000 dona-
tion to CCHS Project 
graduation. 

•Approved permission 
to accept bids for a hand-
icap van. Currently there 
are two students con-
fined to wheelchairs who 
would be transported by 
the van. 

•Approved $5,000 to 
purchase playground 
equipment from 
Audubon Area Commu-
nity Services. This equip-
ment is located at CCES 
and could not be moved 
to the new Chapel Hill 
Head Start. 

 

Byford is 
chosen for 
election board 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Local banker and for-
mer Marion mayor Jared 
Byford has been selected 
by the State Board of 
Elections to serve on 
Crittenden County Board 
of Elections.  

An opening occurred 
on the board in Novem-
ber when longtime GOP 
representative Hugh 
Highfil resigned. 

Highfil, a retired school 
teacher and former 
coach, had served 20 
years on the local elec-
tions board. 

Crittenden County Re-
publican Party nomi-
nated Byford for the 
post. He will fulfill High-
fil’s unexpired term 
through the U.S. Presi-
dential Primary this 
spring. 

Later in the summer, a 
new four-year term will 
begin and Democrat and 
Republican parties will 
make nominations to 
those posts.  

The board consists of a 
Republican, a Democrat, 
the sheriff and the 
county clerk. 

Waterfowl exhibit now at Discovery Park

Monthly School Board Meeting 

Interest rates drop on MS; 
old gym getting new floor 



Fifth District Standings 

   Here are the Fifth District standings 
for 2023-2024 season. 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    3-1       13-7 
Crittenden County           3-1       12-9 
Livingston Central           3-2        7-6 
Trigg County                    0-4       3-13 
 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    5-0       20-3 
Trigg County                    3-1        8-9 
Livingston Central           1-4       7-12 
Crittenden County           0-4       2-14 
 

Round the 5th District 

RECENT RESULTS 
Girls 

Hopkinsville 68, Trigg County 28 
Livingston Central 55, St. Mary 35 
Webster County 54, Trigg County 25 
Stewart County, TN 47, Livingston 34 
Lyon County 54, Mayfield 49 
Murray 44, Trigg County 36 

Boys 
Lyon Co. 72, O’Cath 54, All A Classic 
Lyon Co. 64, Walton-Verona 52, All A 
Newport 50, Lyon County 48, All A 
Webster Co. 69, Trigg County 42 
St. Mary 78, Livingston Central 45 
Trigg County 67, Apollo 54 
Carlisle County 82, Trigg County 70 
Henderson Co. 78, Lyon County 73 
Livingston Central 89, Ft Campbell 71 
Livingston 72, Stewart Co., TN 37 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
Girls 

Feb 1 Caldwell at Trigg 
Feb 1 Livingston at Ballard Memorial 
Feb 2 Hopkins Central at Trigg 
Feb 2 Crittenden at Lyon 
Feb 3 Muhlenburg County at Trigg 
Feb 3 Livingston at Tilghman 
Feb 3 Henderson at Lyon 
Feb 3 Caldwell at Crittenden 
Feb 6 Crittenden at Calloway 
Feb 6 Lyon at Hopkinsville 
 

Boys 
Feb 1 Caldwell at Trigg 
Feb 1 Livingston at Heritage Christian 
Feb 2 Livingston at Crittenden Co. 
Feb 3 Lyon vs Central Hardin 
Feb 3 Crittenden at Christian Fellowship 
Feb 3 Trigg at Graves Shootout 
Feb 5 Dawson at Livingston 
Feb 6 Fort Campbell at Crittenden 
 

Boone on All-Tourn. team 

   Lady Rocket sophomore Anna 
Boone was named to the All A Classic 
State Tournament Team 
based on her play last 
week in Corbin. Boone 
scored 42 points in two 
games at Corbin. 
 
 

Wring’s 46 near record   
    Livingston Central 
sophomore Logan 
Wring scored 46 points 
Tuesday in a Cardinal 
victory at home over Ft. 
Campbell. His effort was 
close to a school record for most 
points in a single game. Gary Blaine 
scored 50 in the early 1980s at LCHS. 
 

Perry voted tops in sports   
    Lyon County’s Travis Perry has 
been chosen the Lexington Herald-
Leader’s 2023 Kentucky Sports Figure 
of the Year. He is only the third high 
schooler to ever be chosen, joining 
Richie Farmer and Tim Couch. Perry 
is the all-time scoring leader in Ken-
tucky high school basketball history 
with more than 5,000 points. He is 
also committed to play next season at 
the University of Kentucky. 

Rocket collegiate runners    
    Crittenden County graduates Dylan 
Yates, Kate Keller and Eli Moss were 
reunited during an indoor track meet a 
couple of weeks ago at Centre Col-
lege in Danville. Yates and Moss were 
running as independent athletes be-
cause Kentucky Wesleyan has 
dropped its track and field program. 
Keller is now running for Centre. Pic-
tured are (from left) Yates, Keller, Lan-
don Binion of Morgantown and Moss. 
Keller and Binion formerly were on 
scholarship at Wesleyan. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Pollsters voting in the common-

wealth’s latest girls’ high school basket-
ball poll believe Pikeville is the fourth 
best team in Kentucky. 

You’d have a hard time convincing the 
Lady Rockets that the Panther women 
aren’t somewhat better than that. 

Pikeville sapped all of the starch from 
Crittenden County’s All A Classic swag-
ger Friday, beating the Lady Rockets 69-
41 in the quarterfinal round of the state 
tournament in Corbin.  

A first-round victory two days earlier 
over Lexington Christian had given the 
Rocket girls a nice skip in their step. 
After all, it was CCHS’s second straight 
trip to the All A state tournament, a 
third in four years and ninth in history. 
Reasons to strut. 

But a higher level of schoolgirl basket-
ball exposed Crittenden’s youth and 
plucked its spirit.  

Heavily-favored in the game, the Pan-
ther girls were as advertised. Led by two 
Division 1 basketball commits, Pikeville 
locked the Lady Rockets into a discom-
fort level that’s pretty rare for a proud 
CCHS program led by its seasoned, 31-
year-skipper Shannon Hodge. 

They don’t rattle too often, but 
Pikeville had Crittenden on its heels im-
mediately, jumping out to a 19-0 lead 
before Anna Boone and Elliot Evans 
scored a couple of foul shots apiece – 
their only points of the first period. 

Foul shots are uncontested, mind you. 
Everything else had a Panthers’ paw on 
it. The Lady Rockets were 11-for-11 at 
the charity stripe. 

“I think today there probably were 
some nerves at the beginning of the 
game,” Hodge said. “We knew we had a 
big task ahead of us. 

“Until you play against a team like 
that, there is really no way to simulate 
or prepare for the physicality or the 
speed, the aggressiveness.” 

There were plenty of reasons – not nec-
essarily excuses – for things going 
wrong. Nerves were an early factor for 
Crittenden’s sophomore sensations – 
there are no juniors or seniors on the 
team.  

Pikeville has an upperclass lineup.  
“They are a team that a few years ago 

was coming to play in this situation as 
freshmen and sophomores, and now 
four of their starters are seniors and one 
was a junior,” Hodge said. 

At least a dozen Rocket turnovers and 
five CCHS airballs in the first half let 
Pikeville race out to an insurmountable 
lead. The mercy rule’s running clock was 
engaged shortly after the second half 
started. 

Pikeville’s senior-laden squad is led by 
Trinity Rowe, a McDonald’s All American 
nominee who is headed to Southern Mis-
sissippi to play collegiate basketball, and 
Kyera Thornsbury, who’s going to Jack-
sonville State. Pikeville was better in all 
facets of the game. Based on records and 
rankings, the Lady Panthers are the best 
in the 15th Region where they have cap-
tured the last three small-school re-
gional titles.  

Like state pollsters, KHSAA’s power 
ranking formula believes Pikeville is No. 

4 among the 269 basketball playing 
schools in Kentucky. Crittenden County 
is ranked 111th. 

So, if you’re comparing Rockets to 
Panthers, observers got about what 
Vegas odds would have predicted. 

Pikeville (15-2) advances to a power-
house showdown Saturday in a semifi-
nal matchup with No. 5 Owensboro 
Catholic (17-3). 

The Lady Rockets’ record after partici-
pating in the All A Classic Tournament 
was 12-8. 

 
Pikeville                  22    49    63  69 
Crittenden Co.         4     17    28  41 
PIKEVILLE – Rowe 21, Whited 15, Thornsbury 10, 
Alyial 5, Lin 4, Jackson 4, Rogers 2, Theiss 6, Kidd 
2. FG 28. 3-pointers 6 (Rowe 2, Alyial, Thornsbury 2, 
Whited). FT 7-15. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 17, Evans 9, Hodge, Fed-
erico 6, Rushing, Holeman 3, Walker, Stewart 4, Mun-
day 2. FG 14. 3-pointers 2. FT 11-11. 

 
Opening Round Victory 

She was shoved around, had a hand 
in her face the whole way and got 
pushed away from the “honey hole” 
much of the game, but Anna Boone was 
1K gold from the top of the key when it 
mattered most. 

Boone’s three-pointer with 1:23 to play 
in the opening round of the All A Classic 
Wednesday, Jan. 24 against Lexington 
Christian Academy put Crittenden 
County in position to win 56-53 and ad-
vance to Friday’s quarterfinal round 
against Pikeville. 

All in one shot, Boone reached a per-
sonal milestone and purchased her 
teammates at least two more nights in a 
London motel room.  

There was no tea sipping – and not too 
much celebration – for the Lady Rockets 
in this London flat, which is just a hop, 
skip and jump from the Corbin Arena, 
host of this year’s small-schools state 
championship.  

Playing the All A Classic has a certain 
sense of comfort to it because CCHS has 
been there more than any other Second 
Region team.  

Playing in their ninth All A state tour-
nament, it was Boone’s 21-footer near 
the game’s end that ensured an even 
more peaceful feeling. 

The game was hotly contested from 
jump to buzzer and LCA concentrated on 
keeping Boone pushed out of her favorite 
spot, down the left side of the key. 

Left to improvise, Boone took her of-
fense elsewhere, dropping three treys 
and scoring 15 fourth-quarter points. 

Yet it was that last three that took the 

cake. It gave Crittenden its winning mar-
gin and Boone eclipsed the 1,000-point 
mark in her young career. 

“She just put us on her back there at 
the end and found a way to score,” 
Hodge said. 

The coach moved Boone around in the 
offense trying to find something that 
would work after she was held to just 
seven points through three quarters. Al-
though sophomore Elliot Evans and 
eighth-grader Jordyn Hodge had pen-
ciled four three-pointers into the book in 
the first half, Hodge knew Boone had to 
get free for her team to close the deal. 

“We moved her around a few places 
there at the end. She has to get the ball 
in her hands and I think because Jordyn 
and Elliot had scored a few, it opened 
things up for Anna,” Coach Hodge said. 

Crittenden led by 10 early in the first 
half, but trailed by as many as five in the 
second half before Coach Hodge played 
her trump card to start the fourth pe-
riod. CCHS had not shown its full-court 
pressure until the moment was right. 
LCA turned the ball over three times 
over a short span and Crittenden turned 
a four-point deficit into a four-point lead 
when Boone netted her next to last 
three-pointer with about four minutes to 
play.  

In some regard, it was an unlikely 
place for the Lady Rockets to be after 
scoring only one bucket during the en-
tire third period. Yet they started the 
final period trailing by just two posses-
sions. 

Then Boone turned loose in the offense 
to finish with 23 points. Hodge and 
Evans added 14 and 13, respectably. 

Center Bristyn Rushing grabbed eight 
rebounds and forward Andrea Federico 
had seven, and they had a couple of 
points apiece. So did freshman Morgan 
Stewart off the bench. Federico also got 
the game's final rebound to complete the 
victory after LCA missed a three-pointer 
in the waning seconds.  

LCA falls to 14-4 and the Lady Rockets 
improved 12-7. 

 
Crittenden County   14    29    34  56 
Lexington Christian 15    25    38  53 
CRITTENDEN - Boone 23, Evans 10, Hodge 17, 
Federico 2, Rushing 2, Stewart 2, Munday. FG 22. 3-
pointers 8 (Boone 4, Evans 2, Hodge 2). FT 4-8. 
LCA – Gabbert 6, Brown 16, Roberts 2, Castle 2, 
Pridemore 6, Bertram 21. FG 21. 3-pointers 4 (Brown 
3, Bertram). FT 1-4.

Girls 1-1 at All A Classic State Tournament

At left, Elliot Evans and Anna Boone defend 
against Pikeville's All-American nominee 
Trinity Rowe. Above, Andrea Federico tries 
to wrestle a rebound during the Lady Rock-
ets’ semifinal round loss to the No. 4 ranked 
Panthers.

Anna Boone’s 1,000th career point came 
on a three-pointer to win the opening-
round game at Corbin.

Lady Rocket Jordyn Hodge looks to pass 
during CCHS’s opening round win over 
Lexington Christian Academy.

STAFF REPORT 
It was some of the team’s best play this 

season, but Crittenden County lost on 
the road 56-43 Tuesday at Caldwell 
County. 

After leading by six at the half, Critten-
den was unable to hang on down the 
stretch as the Rockets struggled to over-
come foul trouble with a roster thinned 
by injuries.  

The Tigers improved to 11-7. Critten-
den falls to 2-14 and will host Livingston 
Central Friday in a district makeup 
game. 

“We just ran out of gas. Our guys had 
Caldwell on the ropes until we started 
picking up fouls and had to back off (de-
fensively),” coach Matt Fraliex said. 

Crittenden shot five foul shots in the 
game and Caldwell shot 23.  
Crittenden County   15    31    38   43 
Caldwell County      11    25    40   56 
CRITTENDEN – Walker 11, Hatfield 8, Sharp 7, Poindex-
ter 9, Reddick 8, LaRue, Perryman. FG 16. 3-pointers 7 
(Poindexter 3, Walker, Hatfield 2, Sharp). FT 4-5. 
CALDWELL – Parker 11, Rowland 4, Ca.Whittington 
10, Thompson 12, K.Wilson 3, J.Wilson 16. FG 19. 3-
pointers 3 (K.Wilson, Thompson, Parker). FT 15-23. 

 
Poor shooting at McLean 

Poor shooting was the biggest problem 
for the Rockets on the road Saturday at 

McLean County as they lost 79-42. 
Bryson Walker scored 18 points for 

Crittenden and Brayden Poindexter a 
dozen, eight of them at the foul line. 

The loss drops CCHS to 2-13 on the 
season while McLean improved to 13-6.  
Crittenden Co.  10  14    32    42 
McLean Co.      14  39    61    79 
CRITTENDEN - Belcher, Walker 18, Hatfield 3, Sharp 
2, LaRue, Travis 7, Poindexter 12, Porter, Young. FG 
12. 3-pointers 5 (Walker 4, Hatfield). FT 13-19. 
McLEAN – Lee 6, Cline 12, Floyd 3, Graves 8, Maury, 
French 3, Bozarth 4, Baird 9, Decker 12, Englehardt, 
Revelott 22, Davis. FG 31. 3-pointers 6. FT 14-24.  
Rockets lose at Dawson 

Walker scored 28, but Crittenden 
County lost on the road last Thursday 
61-49 at Dawson Springs. 

The game was close until the third pe-
riod when the Panthers pulled away.  

Dawson (10-8) has beaten the Rockets 
(2-12) in their last three meetings dating 
back to last season.  
Crittenden County 12   27   29   49 
Dawson Springs    14   28   46   61 
CRITTENDEN - Belcher 2, Walker 28, Hatfield 4, 
Sharp 4, Reddick 4, Travis 2, Rhodes, Poindexter 5, 
LaRue. FG 21. 3-pointers 2 (Walker). FT 9-15. 
DAWSON - Dever 10, Walls, Blue 21, Johnston 13, 
Bourland, Fain 12, Plunkette 5. FG 24. 3-pointers 6 
(Blue 4, Johnston, Plunkette). FT 7-10.

Rockets drop 3 on road Christian nips girls 
 

 Despite leading by 16 early and by 
six with six minutes to play, Critten-
den County’s girls lost at home for the 
first time in nearly two years Tuesday, 
falling 64-61 to Christian County in a 
matchup between two of the top teams 
in the Second Region. 

First-half foul problems and Chris-
tian County’s depth weighed heavy on 
the Lady Rockets as they watched 
their big lead disappear early in the 
third quarter. In the second half, 
Christian County won the inside 
game, controlling the boards, and 
making key foul shots down the 
stretch. The Lady Colonels scored 8 at 
the stripe in the closing period. 

Crittenden sophomore Anna Boone 
led all scorers with 28 points. The 
Lady Rockets are now 12-9 and will 
play a key Fifth District game Friday 
at Lyon County (13-7). 

The Lady Rockets had not lost at 
home since Feb. 12, 2022 against 
Union County.  
Christian County       12    29    43  64 
Crittenden County     20    32    43  61 
CHRISTIAN – Northington 2, Anderson 6, Bagwell 
25, Day 18, McGee 1, Daniel 6, Bradley 7, Reid, 
Bradley. FG 24. 3-pointers 1 (Bagwell). FT 14-26. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 28, Evans 5, Hodge 8, Fed-
erico 8, Rushing 8, Holeman, Stewart 4. FG 21. 3-
pointers 7 (Boone 4, Hodge 2, Evans). FT 10-16.
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STAFF REPORT 
The City of Fredonia is in 

the process of beginning 
work to build a water 
transmission line that will 
connect the town to Cald-
well County Water District 
along KY 91. The connec-
tion will allow Fredonia to 
buy water from the Prince-
ton Water District with the 
county district providing 
the service line. 

Fredonia currently buys 
wholesale water from Ed-
dyville Water District. The 
proposed new project will 

give Fredonia a supple-
mental source of drinking 
water and provide redun-
dancy in its system. 

The proposed new water 
line will tap onto the 
county’s existing service 
line just east of town near 
the Fredonia Cemetery. It 
will run from there to the 
150,000-gallon water tank 
on the other side of Fredo-
nia, west of Cassidy Av-
enue.  

Fredonia Mayor Jim 
Seibert said the project will 
cost around $500,000. 

Plans for the project were 
initiated about a year ago 
and it will be completed by 
2026. 

Responses to an official 
request for engineering and 
other professional services 
will be revisted on Feb. 16 
by city leaders. 

Fredonia has about 330 
water customers. The 
mayor said that some addi-
tional work beyond the 
scope of this project could 
create further redundancy 
for Lyon County Water Dis-
trict. 

Crittenden County elected officials and road department employees participated in 
graduation ceremonies for the Road Scholars and Road Masters programs last month 
in Hopkinsville. Pictured are James Ballinger, State Highway Engineer for Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet; Audie Maraman, Crittenden County Road foreman, Shelly 
Cullen, Brad Samuels, Magistrate Scott Belt, Judge-Executive Perry Newcom and 
Magistrate Dave Belt. 

STAFF REPORT 
Three Crittenden Road 

Department employees 
have graduated from Ken-
tucky’s Roads Scholar or 
Road Master training pro-
grams.  

Shelly Cullen and Larry 
Kirk have completed the 
credit hours for certifica-
tion in the Road Master 
Program and Brad 

Samuels has graduated 
from the Roads Scholar 
program. 

Both training programs 
consist of seven to nine 
full-day courses. The 
combined programs total 
95 training hours and 
serve individuals from 
local and state trans-
portation agencies as well 
as private businesses.  

The Technology Trans-
fer Program of the Ken-
tucky Transportation 
Center certified 1,897 
Roads Scholars and 184 
Road Masters during the 
2023 training program. 

Other Crittenden 
County officials attended 
graduation ceremonies 
last month at Hop-
kinsville.

MOCK 
Continued from page 1 

as administrative offices 
are planned for this sum-
mer to make room for ex-
pansion on the 
northwest edge of the 
hospital campus. 

The entire project, now 
estimated to cost around 
$70 million, will take 
about 12 to 16 months to 
complete once ground is 
broken, Whittington 
said. A USDA loan is 
being secured to fund the 
project.  

The next pre-construc-
tion step will include se-
curing a construction 
manager and general 
contractor. 

Architect Stephanie 
Pielich of Johnson John-
son Crabtree Architects 
of Nashville was on site 
in Marion for last week’s 
tour of the mock setup. 
She said her firm builds 
these types of visual op-
portunities for all of its 
client-projects. 

“This way the staff can 
see it and experience it in 
person,” she said. 

Plans are for 19 patient 
rooms, 13 private rooms 
and six capable of being 
converted to semi-private 
during times of peak cen-
sus or if family members 
want to be cared for in 
the same room, Whitting-
ton said. There will be 
three acuity-adaptable 
rooms which can serve 
as medical/surgical and 
intermediate care (also 
called step down units).   
Total bed capacity will be 
25.   

Pielich said the entire 
staff will get a chance to 

put eyes on the simu-
lated rooms, including 
doctors, nurses, ancillary 
staff and support staff. 

“They are really getting 
excited about the proj-
ect,” the architect added. 

The simulation area is 
created inside about 
2,000 square feet of a 
currently unused portion 
of the Marion clinic, 
which Livingston Hospi-
tal opened in November 
at a new development 
near Industrial Park 
South. The simulation 
space will soon be fitted 
to include more of what 
staff can expect inside a 
new hospital, such as 
emergency room, radiol-
ogy, respiratory, lab and 
surgery areas. In the 
coming days, staff will 
continue to tour the 
staged designs to make 
sure project details meet 
needs. 

The mock ups allow 
employees to see where 
everything will be lo-
cated, from electrical 
outlets, light switches, 
medical gas and oxygen 
outputs to beds, sinks, 
sharp instruments and 
even examine glove dis-
pensers. 

“Staff can show us how 
they want everything to 
look and where it should 
be located to enable them 
to provide the best pa-
tient care, right down to 
where and how high they 
want outlets to be on the 
wall,” Whittington said. 
“Our employees will be 
the ones using it and we 
want it to fit their needs. 
Staff needs are unique to 
every hospital.” 

Planned expansion will 

effectively triple the size 
of Livingston Hospital. 

The faux hospital 
rooms inside the Marion 
clinic will soon be taken 
down to make room for 
mocks of ER and surgery 
areas.  

As part of the expan-
sion project, depart-
ments such as oncology, 
wound care and cardiac 
care will be located in the 
renovated portion of 
what is the existing hos-
pital, Whittington said. 

Most of the hospital’s 
14-member board of di-
rectors was at last week’s 
tour, including Dr. Brad 
Housman, who is Baptist 
Paducah’s chief medical 
officer; Dr. Allen White, 
who is a retired physi-
cian from Union County 
Deaconess Hospital and 
Livingston Hospital’s Dr. 
William Barnes. Their in-
dividual expertise and 
input is critical to the 
project’s development, 
the hospital CEO said. 

Livingston Hospital 
also recently unveiled 
plans for a three-acre 
tract of land it purchased 
adjoining the eastern 
edge of the hospital cam-
pus where new construc-
tion will include 4,000 
square feet for occupa-
tional therapy and an-
other 4,000 square feet 
for clinics that will allow 
visiting providers a place 
to treat patients. Total in-
vestment for that project 
is about $1.5 million. It 
should be completed this 
summer, Whittington 
said. 

Established in 1954, 
Livingston Hospital is a 
critical access facility.

A heart scan, or CT Cardiac Scoring, is a Computed Tomography 
(CT) exam used to evaluate the coronary arteries for plaque and other 
anomalies to determine if you are at risk for heart disease. The exam only 
takes 15 minutes, there is no prep and it is non-invasive. Answer the questions 
below to find out if you are at risk. 

Do you have any of the following primary risk factors?
 • Family History of Heart Disease • High Cholesterol
 • High Blood Pressure • Smoking (How long?Amount/day?)
 • Diabetes • Overweight 
 • Sedentary Lifestyle • Age: Men Over 45, Women Over 55

If you answer YES to any of the above questions, 
you may be at risk for heart disease.

Call 270-988-2181 to schedule an appointment. 
Special hours for this test on Saturdays: February 3 and 24, 9AM-1PM

*If you have had cardiac bypass surgery, stents, 
or know you have a cardiac calcification - this test is NOT for you.

131 Hospital Drive, Salem, KY 42078
Phone: 270-988-7213

lhhs.org

February is
Heart Month!
This month only, get a 
$75 heart scan. 
(Regular price $99)

STAFF REPORT 
Keifer Watson of Marion 

has been chosen by the 
Association of General 
Contractors as the West-
ern Kentucky Outstanding 
Tech Student of the Week 
for the week of Jan. 29. 

A carpentry student at 
the Caldwell Regional Ca-
reer Center, Watson is a 
senior at Crittenden 
County High School. 

He is employed part-time 

through the school’s co-op 
program by H&H Home 
and Hardware in Marion. 

Watson was nominated 
by his instructor, Greg 
Creekmur, for being hard 
working, dedicated and re-
spectful.  

Watson plans to join the 
United States Army and 
later enroll in Madisonville 
Community and Technical 
College.  

 

STAFF REPORT 
A new, three-unit box 

hangar will be the 
largest building in Mar-
ion-Crittenden County 
James C. Johnson Re-
gional Airport’s hangar 
complex once it’s built 
later this year. 

A legal notice pub-
lished by the airport is 
printed in this week’s 
newspaper soliciting 
labor and materials for 
construction of the fa-
cility. A pre-bid meeting 
will be held at the air-
port on Feb. 7 and bids 
will be opened Feb. 21. 

Cost for the structure 
is estimated around $1 
million with most of the 
funding coming from 
federal and state 
sources. The airport 
board will be making a 
local match with its 
own funds. 

James “Jim” Johnson 
said the proposed 
hangar will be capable 
of holding three to nine 
aircraft, depending on 
their size. Once the new 
storage facility is com-
plete, the airport will 
have housing space for 
about 30 planes. 

Johnson said govern-
ment funding for a 
project like this had vir-
tually dried up in re-
cent years. The last 
hangar was built at the 
airport in 2020 at a 
cost of less than 
$700,000. 

Marion’s airport was 
in 2021 named for 
Johnson, a longtime 
chairman of its board of 
directors and a local 

pilot. Under his leader-
ship, the airport has 
blossomed in the last 
25 years, going from a 
grass strip to a 5,000-
foot paved runway ca-
pable of handling small 
jets.  

The new hangar will 
be located next to the 
others just west of the 
airport’s administrative 
building.

hrblock.com

This is an optional tax refund-related loan from Pathward®, N.A.; it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in amounts of $250, $500, $750, $1,250 or $3,500. Approval and loan 
amount based on expected refund amount, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be disbursed as directed to a prepaid card or checking account at Pathward. The 
loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund, reducing the refund amount paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional 
products or product features may apply. Limited time offer at participating locations. HRB Maine License No. FRA2. OBTP#13696-BR. ©2023 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Visit us at

No interest.
No loan fees.
No kidding.

Offer available: Jan. 2 – Feb. 29

You could get up to 
$3,500 within minutes 
of filing with a 
Refund Advance loan 
at H&R Block.

210 S MAIN 
MARION, KY 42064  |  270-965-3001

Free tax 
help for 
qualifiers 

 
Kentucky Department of 

Revenue (DOR) has begun 
accepting state individual 
income tax returns. Filing 
began early this week and 
the state will start process-
ing returns Monday, Feb. 
5.  

Deadline for Kentuckians 
to file 2023 returns is Mon-
day, April 15.  

The Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) also began ac-
cepting federal individual 
income tax returns this 
week.  

Electronic individual 
state income tax returns 
typically take four to six 
weeks to process. Taxpay-
ers may check the status of 
their state refund by visit-
ing refund.ky.gov.  

Each year, DOR partners 
with the IRS to operate Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assis-
tance sites across the 
state. The service is avail-
able to help individuals 
with an annual income of 
$60,000 or less or any 
Kentucky state government 
employee, regardless of in-
come.   

To see if you qualify or to 
find the free tax help center 
near you, go online or call 
(800) 906-9887. 

Watson is AGC student of week

Watson

Project to improve Fredonia’s access 
to drinking water getting underway

Road Department employees recognized

New hangar going 
up at Marion airport
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STAFF REPORT 
The City of Fredonia is in 

the process of beginning 
work to build a water 
transmission line that will 
connect the town to Cald-
well County Water District 
along KY 91. The connec-
tion will allow Fredonia to 
buy water from the Prince-
ton Water District with the 
county district providing 
the service line. 

Fredonia currently buys 
wholesale water from Ed-
dyville Water District. The 
proposed new project will 

give Fredonia a supple-
mental source of drinking 
water and provide redun-
dancy in its system. 

The proposed new water 
line will tap onto the 
county’s existing service 
line just east of town near 
the Fredonia Cemetery. It 
will run from there to the 
150,000-gallon water tank 
on the other side of Fredo-
nia, west of Cassidy Av-
enue.  

Fredonia Mayor Jim 
Seibert said the project will 
cost around $500,000. 

Plans for the project were 
initiated about a year ago 
and it will be completed by 
2026. 

Responses to an official 
request for engineering and 
other professional services 
will be revisted on Feb. 16 
by city leaders. 

Fredonia has about 330 
water customers. The 
mayor said that some addi-
tional work beyond the 
scope of this project could 
create further redundancy 
for Lyon County Water Dis-
trict. 

Crittenden County elected officials and road department employees participated in 
graduation ceremonies for the Road Scholars and Road Masters programs last month 
in Hopkinsville. Pictured are James Ballinger, State Highway Engineer for Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet; Audie Maraman, Crittenden County Road foreman, Shelly 
Cullen, Brad Samuels, Magistrate Scott Belt, Judge-Executive Perry Newcom and 
Magistrate Dave Belt. 

STAFF REPORT 
Three Crittenden Road 

Department employees 
have graduated from Ken-
tucky’s Roads Scholar or 
Road Master training pro-
grams.  

Shelly Cullen and Larry 
Kirk have completed the 
credit hours for certifica-
tion in the Road Master 
Program and Brad 

Samuels has graduated 
from the Roads Scholar 
program. 

Both training programs 
consist of seven to nine 
full-day courses. The 
combined programs total 
95 training hours and 
serve individuals from 
local and state trans-
portation agencies as well 
as private businesses.  

The Technology Trans-
fer Program of the Ken-
tucky Transportation 
Center certified 1,897 
Roads Scholars and 184 
Road Masters during the 
2023 training program. 

Other Crittenden 
County officials attended 
graduation ceremonies 
last month at Hop-
kinsville.

MOCK 
Continued from page 1 

as administrative offices 
are planned for this sum-
mer to make room for ex-
pansion on the 
northwest edge of the 
hospital campus. 

The entire project, now 
estimated to cost around 
$70 million, will take 
about 12 to 16 months to 
complete once ground is 
broken, Whittington 
said. A USDA loan is 
being secured to fund the 
project.  

The next pre-construc-
tion step will include se-
curing a construction 
manager and general 
contractor. 

Architect Stephanie 
Pielich of Johnson John-
son Crabtree Architects 
of Nashville was on site 
in Marion for last week’s 
tour of the mock setup. 
She said her firm builds 
these types of visual op-
portunities for all of its 
client-projects. 

“This way the staff can 
see it and experience it in 
person,” she said. 

Plans are for 19 patient 
rooms, 13 private rooms 
and six capable of being 
converted to semi-private 
during times of peak cen-
sus or if family members 
want to be cared for in 
the same room, Whitting-
ton said. There will be 
three acuity-adaptable 
rooms which can serve 
as medical/surgical and 
intermediate care (also 
called step down units).   
Total bed capacity will be 
25.   

Pielich said the entire 
staff will get a chance to 

put eyes on the simu-
lated rooms, including 
doctors, nurses, ancillary 
staff and support staff. 

“They are really getting 
excited about the proj-
ect,” the architect added. 

The simulation area is 
created inside about 
2,000 square feet of a 
currently unused portion 
of the Marion clinic, 
which Livingston Hospi-
tal opened in November 
at a new development 
near Industrial Park 
South. The simulation 
space will soon be fitted 
to include more of what 
staff can expect inside a 
new hospital, such as 
emergency room, radiol-
ogy, respiratory, lab and 
surgery areas. In the 
coming days, staff will 
continue to tour the 
staged designs to make 
sure project details meet 
needs. 

The mock ups allow 
employees to see where 
everything will be lo-
cated, from electrical 
outlets, light switches, 
medical gas and oxygen 
outputs to beds, sinks, 
sharp instruments and 
even examine glove dis-
pensers. 

“Staff can show us how 
they want everything to 
look and where it should 
be located to enable them 
to provide the best pa-
tient care, right down to 
where and how high they 
want outlets to be on the 
wall,” Whittington said. 
“Our employees will be 
the ones using it and we 
want it to fit their needs. 
Staff needs are unique to 
every hospital.” 

Planned expansion will 

effectively triple the size 
of Livingston Hospital. 

The faux hospital 
rooms inside the Marion 
clinic will soon be taken 
down to make room for 
mocks of ER and surgery 
areas.  

As part of the expan-
sion project, depart-
ments such as oncology, 
wound care and cardiac 
care will be located in the 
renovated portion of 
what is the existing hos-
pital, Whittington said. 

Most of the hospital’s 
14-member board of di-
rectors was at last week’s 
tour, including Dr. Brad 
Housman, who is Baptist 
Paducah’s chief medical 
officer; Dr. Allen White, 
who is a retired physi-
cian from Union County 
Deaconess Hospital and 
Livingston Hospital’s Dr. 
William Barnes. Their in-
dividual expertise and 
input is critical to the 
project’s development, 
the hospital CEO said. 

Livingston Hospital 
also recently unveiled 
plans for a three-acre 
tract of land it purchased 
adjoining the eastern 
edge of the hospital cam-
pus where new construc-
tion will include 4,000 
square feet for occupa-
tional therapy and an-
other 4,000 square feet 
for clinics that will allow 
visiting providers a place 
to treat patients. Total in-
vestment for that project 
is about $1.5 million. It 
should be completed this 
summer, Whittington 
said. 

Established in 1954, 
Livingston Hospital is a 
critical access facility.

A heart scan, or CT Cardiac Scoring, is a Computed Tomography 
(CT) exam used to evaluate the coronary arteries for plaque and other 
anomalies to determine if you are at risk for heart disease. The exam only 
takes 15 minutes, there is no prep and it is non-invasive. Answer the questions 
below to find out if you are at risk. 

Do you have any of the following primary risk factors?
 • Family History of Heart Disease • High Cholesterol
 • High Blood Pressure • Smoking (How long?Amount/day?)
 • Diabetes • Overweight 
 • Sedentary Lifestyle • Age: Men Over 45, Women Over 55

If you answer YES to any of the above questions, 
you may be at risk for heart disease.

Call 270-988-2181 to schedule an appointment. 
Special hours for this test on Saturdays: February 3 and 24, 9AM-1PM

*If you have had cardiac bypass surgery, stents, 
or know you have a cardiac calcification - this test is NOT for you.

131 Hospital Drive, Salem, KY 42078
Phone: 270-988-7213

lhhs.org

February is
Heart Month!
This month only, get a 
$75 heart scan. 
(Regular price $99)

STAFF REPORT 
Keifer Watson of Marion 

has been chosen by the 
Association of General 
Contractors as the West-
ern Kentucky Outstanding 
Tech Student of the Week 
for the week of Jan. 29. 

A carpentry student at 
the Caldwell Regional Ca-
reer Center, Watson is a 
senior at Crittenden 
County High School. 

He is employed part-time 

through the school’s co-op 
program by H&H Home 
and Hardware in Marion. 

Watson was nominated 
by his instructor, Greg 
Creekmur, for being hard 
working, dedicated and re-
spectful.  

Watson plans to join the 
United States Army and 
later enroll in Madisonville 
Community and Technical 
College.  

 

STAFF REPORT 
A new, three-unit box 

hangar will be the 
largest building in Mar-
ion-Crittenden County 
James C. Johnson Re-
gional Airport’s hangar 
complex once it’s built 
later this year. 

A legal notice pub-
lished by the airport is 
printed in this week’s 
newspaper soliciting 
labor and materials for 
construction of the fa-
cility. A pre-bid meeting 
will be held at the air-
port on Feb. 7 and bids 
will be opened Feb. 21. 

Cost for the structure 
is estimated around $1 
million with most of the 
funding coming from 
federal and state 
sources. The airport 
board will be making a 
local match with its 
own funds. 

James “Jim” Johnson 
said the proposed 
hangar will be capable 
of holding three to nine 
aircraft, depending on 
their size. Once the new 
storage facility is com-
plete, the airport will 
have housing space for 
about 30 planes. 

Johnson said govern-
ment funding for a 
project like this had vir-
tually dried up in re-
cent years. The last 
hangar was built at the 
airport in 2020 at a 
cost of less than 
$700,000. 

Marion’s airport was 
in 2021 named for 
Johnson, a longtime 
chairman of its board of 
directors and a local 

pilot. Under his leader-
ship, the airport has 
blossomed in the last 
25 years, going from a 
grass strip to a 5,000-
foot paved runway ca-
pable of handling small 
jets.  

The new hangar will 
be located next to the 
others just west of the 
airport’s administrative 
building.

hrblock.com

This is an optional tax refund-related loan from Pathward®, N.A.; it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in amounts of $250, $500, $750, $1,250 or $3,500. Approval and loan 
amount based on expected refund amount, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be disbursed as directed to a prepaid card or checking account at Pathward. The 
loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund, reducing the refund amount paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional 
products or product features may apply. Limited time offer at participating locations. HRB Maine License No. FRA2. OBTP#13696-BR. ©2023 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Visit us at

No interest.
No loan fees.
No kidding.

Offer available: Jan. 2 – Feb. 29

You could get up to 
$3,500 within minutes 
of filing with a 
Refund Advance loan 
at H&R Block.

210 S MAIN 
MARION, KY 42064  |  270-965-3001

Free tax 
help for 
qualifiers 

 
Kentucky Department of 

Revenue (DOR) has begun 
accepting state individual 
income tax returns. Filing 
began early this week and 
the state will start process-
ing returns Monday, Feb. 
5.  

Deadline for Kentuckians 
to file 2023 returns is Mon-
day, April 15.  

The Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) also began ac-
cepting federal individual 
income tax returns this 
week.  

Electronic individual 
state income tax returns 
typically take four to six 
weeks to process. Taxpay-
ers may check the status of 
their state refund by visit-
ing refund.ky.gov.  

Each year, DOR partners 
with the IRS to operate Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assis-
tance sites across the 
state. The service is avail-
able to help individuals 
with an annual income of 
$60,000 or less or any 
Kentucky state government 
employee, regardless of in-
come.   

To see if you qualify or to 
find the free tax help center 
near you, go online or call 
(800) 906-9887. 

Watson is AGC student of week

Watson

Project to improve Fredonia’s access 
to drinking water getting underway

Road Department employees recognized

New hangar going 
up at Marion airport


